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change. When a secondary amendment proposes a change
in a paragraph that a primary amendment proposes to strike
out, either by a motion to strike out a paragraph or by a motion to substitute, it must be germane to that paragraph. An
amendment cannot introduce an independent question; but
an amendment can be hostile to, or even defeat, the spirit of
the original motion and still be germane.
12:17
Aside from these principles, there is no single, all-inclusive
test for determining when a proposed amendment is germane
and when it is not. A method by which the germaneness of an
amendment can often be verified, however, grows out of the
following general rules of parliamentary law:
1) During the session in which the assembly has decided a
question, another main motion raising the same or substantially the same question cannot be introduced.
2) While a motion has been temporarily disposed of (as explained in 9:7–11), no other motion can be admitted that
might conflict with one of the possible final decisions on the
first motion.
12:18

By these rules, if a proposed amendment is related to the
main motion in such a way that, after the adoption, rejection,
or temporary disposal of the present main motion, the essential
idea of the amendment could not be introduced as an independent resolution during the same session, the amendment
is germane and must be admitted, since there will not, or may
not, be any opportunity to present it later. This test cannot be
reliably used to determine that an amendment is not in order,
since it is sometimes possible for an amendment to be germane
even if, regardless of action on the present main motion, the
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chair,” since both relate to providing the secretary with the
necessary furniture. On the other hand, an amendment to add
to the motion the words “and the payment of the President’s
expenses to the State Convention” is not germane.
12:20
Or assume that the following is the pending motion: “that
the City Council commend Officer George for his action
in …” An amendment to strike out “commend” and insert
“censure,” although antagonistic to the original intent, is germane and in order because both ideas deal with the council’s
opinion of the officer’s action. Also, since a motion to censure the officer for the same act could not be introduced independently in the same session after the adoption of a motion to
commend him, the amendment to change commend to censure
is germane under the rule given above. It should be noted that
censure is different from not commend (see Improper Amendments, below).
12:21
There are borderline cases where a presiding officer will find
it difficult to judge the germaneness of an amendment. Whenever in doubt, he should admit the amendment or, in important cases, refer the decision to the assembly: “The chair is in
doubt and will ask the assembly to decide whether the amendment is germane. [Debate, if any, provided that debate is in
order.] The question is on whether the amendment is germane
to the resolution [or “to the primary amendment”]. Those of
the opinion that the amendment is germane, say aye. … Those
of the opinion that it is not germane, say no. … , etc.” (See also
example under Point of Order, 23:18–20.)
12:22

Improper Amendments. The following types of amendment are

not in order:
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Citing The Book
RONR (11th ed.), p. 449, ll. 12-14

CITE THIS BOOK
with section and paragraph numbers
as in the following examples:
RONR (12 ed.) 12:67
th
RONR (12 ed.) 12:7(1)(a)
th
RONR (12 ed.) 35:10–12
th

Footnotes may be cited as follows:
th
RONR (12 ed.) 56:49n1

CITE THIS BOOK
with section and paragraph numbers
as in the following examples:
RONR (12 ed.) 12:67
th
RONR (12 ed.) 12:7(1)(a)
th
RONR (12 ed.) 35:10–12
th

Footnotes may be cited as follows:
th
RONR (12 ed.) 56:49n1

INDEX

INDEX

INDEX

INDEX

INDEX

INDEX

INDEX

INDEX

Changes In The Text

Changes In The Text

fi

Clari cation

Changes In The Text
Clari cation

fi

Explanation

Changes In The Text
Clari cation
Explanation

fi

Compilation

Changes In The Text
Text underlined in brown indicates text
that was both in RONR (11th ed.) and
remains in RONR (12th ed.).
Text underlined in blue indicates text
that is new in RONR (12th ed.).

ELECTRONIC
VOTING
MACHINES

RONR 11th Ed.

ballot = slips of paper on
which the voter marks his vote

RONR (11th ed.), p. 412, ll. 13-14

RONR (12th ed.)

RONR (12th ed.)

RONR (12th ed.)

RONR (12th ed.)

RONR (12th ed.)

RONR (12th ed.)

RONR (12th ed.)

RONR (12th ed.)

TERM OF
OFFICE

RONR (12th ed.)

RONR (12th ed.)

CHANGING
ONE’S VOTE

RONR (12th ed.)

RONR (12th ed.)

NEGATIVE VOTE NOT
TAKEN WHEN BASED ON
MEMBERS PRESENT

RONR (12th ed.)

RONR (12th ed.)

RECONSIDERATION
WHEN NEGATIVE VOTE
IS NOT TAKEN

RONR (12th ed.)

RONR (12th ed.)

FURTHER NOMINATIONS
AT ELECTION SESSION

RONR (12th ed.)

RONR (12th ed.)

RONR (12th ed.)

RONR (12th ed.)

RONR (12th ed.)

RONR (12th ed.)

ELECTION TO
MULTIPLE OFFICES
ON ONE BALLOT

RONR (12th ed.)

RONR (12th ed.)

RONR (12th ed.)

ELECTING MULTIPLE
IDENTICAL OFFICES

RONR (12th ed.)

RONR (12th ed.)

RONR (12th ed.)

RONR (12th ed.)

RONR (12th ed.)

RONR (12th ed.)

RONR (12th ed.)

RONR (12th ed.)

RONR (12th ed.)

COMPLETION OF
ELECTION

RONR (12th ed.)

“completed” used in RONR (11th ed.)

RONR (12th ed.)

RONR (12th ed.)

RONR (12th ed.)

RONR (12th ed.)

NOTICE OF BYLAW
AMENDMENT
AS GENERAL ORDER

REMOVED FROM 12TH ED. [57:14]
“When notice has been given of a bylaw
amendment, it becomes a general order for
the meeting at which it is to be considered.”

RONR (11th ed.), p. 596, ll. 25-27

CONSIDERATION
OF REVISION

57:5

RONR (12th ed.)

57:5

RONR (12th ed.)

RONR (12th ed.)

BOARD MINUTES

RONR (12th ed.)

“should be” used in RONR (11th ed.)

RONR (12th ed.)

“These minutes are accessible only to the members of the board unless the board grants permission
to a member of the society to inspect them, or unless the society by a two-thirds vote (or the vote of
a majority of the total membership, or a majority vote if previous notice is given) orders the board’s
minutes to be produced and read to the society’s assembly.” - RONR (11th ed.), p. 487, ll. 14-20

RONR (12th ed.)

RONR (12th ed.)

RONR (12th ed.)

RONR (12th ed.)

REMEDY FOR
BOARD ACTION

RONR (12th ed.)

RONR (12th ed.)

RONR (12th ed.)

RONR (12th ed.)

SECRECY OF
EXECUTIVE
SESSION

RONR (12th ed.)

RONR (12th ed.)

RONR (12th ed.)

BASE FOR
QUORUM AT
CONVENTION

RONR (12th ed.)

“should” used in RONR (11th ed.)

RONR (12th ed.)

FILLING
BLANKS

RONR (12th ed.)

RONR (12th ed.)

RONR (12th ed.)

RONR (12th ed.)

RONR (12th ed.)

DEBATE ON
NOMINATIONS

RONR (12th ed.)

RONR (12th ed.)

RONR (12th ed.)

RONR (12th ed.)

RONR (12th ed.)

In This Context,
“Nominating Speech”
And “Seconding Speech”
Are Just Other Terms For
“DEBATE”

RONR (12th ed.)

RONR (12th ed.)

RONR (12th ed.)

RONR (12th ed.)

Changes to
Robert’s Rules of Orde
in the 12th Edition

r
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