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change. When a secondary amendment proposes a change 
in a paragraph that a primary amendment proposes to strike 
out, either by a motion to strike out a paragraph or by a mo-
tion to substitute, it must be germane to that paragraph. An 
amendment cannot introduce an independent question; but  
an amendment can be hostile to, or even defeat, the spirit of 
the original motion and still be germane. 

 12:17  Aside from these principles, there is no single, all-inclusive 
test for determining when a proposed amendment is germane 
and when it is not. A method by which the germaneness of an 
amendment can often be verified, however, grows out of the 
following general rules of parliamentary law: 

1) During the session in which the assembly has decided a 
question, another main motion raising the same or substan-
tially the same question cannot be introduced. 

2) While a motion has been temporarily disposed of (as ex-
plained in 9:7–11), no other motion can be admitted that 
might conflict with one of the possible final decisions on the 
first motion. 

 12:18  By these rules, if a proposed amendment is related to the 
main motion in such a way that, after the adoption, rejection, 
or temporary disposal of the present main motion, the essential 
idea of the amendment could not be introduced as an inde-
pendent resolution during the same session, the amendment 
is germane and must be admitted, since there will not, or may 
not, be any opportunity to present it later. This test cannot be 
reliably used to determine that an amendment is not in order, 
since it is sometimes possible for an amendment to be germane 
even if, regardless of action on the present main motion, the 
idea embodied in the amendment could be introduced inde-
pendently later in the same session. 

 12:19  As an example of a germane amendment, assume that a mo-
tion is pending “that the Society authorize the purchase of a 
new desk for the Secretary.” It would be germane and in order 
to amend by inserting after “desk” the words “and matching 
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chair,” since both relate to providing the secretary with the 
necessary furniture. On the other hand, an amendment to add 
to the motion the words “and the payment of the President’s 
expenses to the State Convention” is not germane. 

 12:20  Or assume that the following is the pending motion: “that 
the City Council commend Officer George for his action 
in  …” An amendment to strike out “commend” and insert 
“censure,” although antagonistic to the original intent, is ger-
mane and in order because both ideas deal with the council’s 
opinion of the officer’s action. Also, since a motion to cen-
sure the officer for the same act could not be introduced inde-
pendently in the same session after the adoption of a motion to 
commend him, the amendment to change commend to censure 
is germane under the rule given above. It should be noted that 
censure is different from not commend (see Improper Amend-
ments, below). 

 12:21  There are borderline cases where a presiding officer will find 
it difficult to judge the germaneness of an amendment. When-
ever in doubt, he should admit the amendment or, in import-
ant cases, refer the decision to the assembly: “The chair is in 
doubt and will ask the assembly to decide whether the amend-
ment is germane. [Debate, if any, provided that debate is in 
order.] The question is on whether the amendment is germane 
to the resolution [or “to the primary amendment”]. Those of 
the opinion that the amendment is germane, say aye. … Those 
of the opinion that it is not germane, say no. … , etc.” (See also 
example under Point of Order, 23:18–20.) 

 12:22 Improper Amendments.  The following types of amendment are 
not in order: 

1) One that is not germane to the question to be amended. 
2) One that merely makes the adoption of the amended ques-

tion equivalent to a rejection of the original motion. Thus, in 
the motion that “our delegates be instructed to vote in favor 
of the increase in Federation dues,” an amendment to insert 
“not” before “be” is not in order because an affirmative vote 
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 12:20  Or assume that the following is the pending motion: “that 
the City Council commend Officer George for his action 
in  …” An amendment to strike out “commend” and insert 
“censure,” although antagonistic to the original intent, is ger-
mane and in order because both ideas deal with the council’s 
opinion of the officer’s action. Also, since a motion to cen-
sure the officer for the same act could not be introduced inde-
pendently in the same session after the adoption of a motion to 
commend him, the amendment to change commend to censure 
is germane under the rule given above. It should be noted that 
censure is different from not commend (see Improper Amend-
ments, below). 

 12:21  There are borderline cases where a presiding officer will find 
it difficult to judge the germaneness of an amendment. When-
ever in doubt, he should admit the amendment or, in import-
ant cases, refer the decision to the assembly: “The chair is in 
doubt and will ask the assembly to decide whether the amend-
ment is germane. [Debate, if any, provided that debate is in 
order.] The question is on whether the amendment is germane 
to the resolution [or “to the primary amendment”]. Those of 
the opinion that the amendment is germane, say aye. … Those 
of the opinion that it is not germane, say no. … , etc.” (See also 
example under Point of Order, 23:18–20.) 

 12:22 Improper Amendments.  The following types of amendment are 
not in order: 

1) One that is not germane to the question to be amended. 
2) One that merely makes the adoption of the amended ques-

tion equivalent to a rejection of the original motion. Thus, in 
the motion that “our delegates be instructed to vote in favor 
of the increase in Federation dues,” an amendment to insert 
“not” before “be” is not in order because an affirmative vote 
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change. When a secondary amendment proposes a change 
in a paragraph that a primary amendment proposes to strike 
out, either by a motion to strike out a paragraph or by a mo-
tion to substitute, it must be germane to that paragraph. An 
amendment cannot introduce an independent question; but  
an amendment can be hostile to, or even defeat, the spirit of 
the original motion and still be germane. 

 12:17  Aside from these principles, there is no single, all-inclusive 
test for determining when a proposed amendment is germane 
and when it is not. A method by which the germaneness of an 
amendment can often be verified, however, grows out of the 
following general rules of parliamentary law: 

1) During the session in which the assembly has decided a 
question, another main motion raising the same or substan-
tially the same question cannot be introduced. 

2) While a motion has been temporarily disposed of (as ex-
plained in 9:7–11), no other motion can be admitted that 
might conflict with one of the possible final decisions on the 
first motion. 

 12:18  By these rules, if a proposed amendment is related to the 
main motion in such a way that, after the adoption, rejection, 
or temporary disposal of the present main motion, the essential 
idea of the amendment could not be introduced as an inde-
pendent resolution during the same session, the amendment 
is germane and must be admitted, since there will not, or may 
not, be any opportunity to present it later. This test cannot be 
reliably used to determine that an amendment is not in order, 
since it is sometimes possible for an amendment to be germane 
even if, regardless of action on the present main motion, the 
idea embodied in the amendment could be introduced inde-
pendently later in the same session. 

 12:19  As an example of a germane amendment, assume that a mo-
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CHAPTER

XI

QUORUM; ORDER OF BUSINESS  
AND RELATED CONCEPTS 

§40. QUORUM 
 40:1  As indicated in 3:3, a quorum in an assembly is the number 

of members (see definition, 1:4) who must be present in order 
that business can be validly transacted. The quorum refers to 
the number of members present, not to the number actually 
voting on a particular question. 

Rules Pertaining to the Quorum 
 40:2 Number of Members Constituting a Quorum.  Depending on 

the organization and the provision it adopts in this regard, the 
number of members constituting a quorum may vary. As dis-
cussed below, most voluntary societies should provide for a 
quorum in their bylaws, but where there is no such provision, 
the quorum, in accordance with the common parliamentary 
law, is as follows: 

1) In a mass meeting, the quorum is simply the number of 
persons present at the time, since they constitute the entire 
membership at that time.

2) In organizations such as many churches or some societies in 
which there are no required or effective annual dues and the  
register of members is not generally reliable as a list of  
the bona-fide members, the quorum at any regular or prop-
erly called meeting consists of those who attend. 

3) In a body of delegates, such as a convention, the quorum is a 
majority of the number who have been registered as attend-
ing, irrespective of whether some may have departed. This 
may differ greatly from the number elected or appointed. 

4) In any other deliberative assembly with enrolled member-
ship whose bylaws do not specify a quorum, the quorum is 
a majority of all the members. 

 40:3  To accomplish their work, voluntary societies that have an 
enrolled membership generally need a provision in their by-
laws establishing a relatively small quorum—considerably less 
than a majority of all the members. In most such organizations, 
it is rarely possible to obtain the attendance of a majority of 
the membership at a meeting. Sometimes the specification  
of a quorum is based on a percentage of the membership; but 
such a method has the disadvantage of requiring recomputation 
and may lead to confusion—for example, when the secretary, 
or other officer who is in a position to certify as to the current 
number of members for purposes of the percentage calculation, 
is absent. There is no single number or percentage of members 
that will be equally suitable as a quorum in all societies. The 
quorum should be as large a number of members as can rea-
sonably be depended on to be present at any meeting, except in 
very bad weather or other exceptionally unfavorable conditions. 

 40:4 Note on Procedure in Changing the Quorum Provision in Bylaws.  
If it becomes necessary to change the quorum provision in a 
society’s bylaws, care should be taken, because if the rule is 
struck out first, the quorum will instantly become a majority of 
the membership, so that in many cases a quorum could not be 
obtained to adopt a new rule. The proper procedure is to strike 
out the old provision and insert the new provision, which is 
moved and voted on as one question. 

 40:5 Quorum in Boards and Committees.  In a committee of the whole 
or its variations (52), the quorum is the same as in the assem-
bly unless the rules of the assembly or the organization (that is, 
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pro tem to hold office beyond the current session (in the event 
of illness or disability of both the regular presiding officer and 
his alternate), notice must be given at the preceding meeting 
or in the call of the meeting that elects him. One session can-
not interfere with the freedom of each new session to choose 
its own chairman pro tem except by an election held with pre-
vious notice (10:44–51). 

§9. PARTICULAR TYPES OF BUSINESS MEETINGS 

Regular Meeting 
 9:1  The term regular meeting (or stated meeting) refers to the 

periodic business meeting of a permanent society, local branch, 
or board, held at weekly, monthly, quarterly, or similar inter-
vals, for which the day (as, “the first Tuesday of each month”) 
should be prescribed by the bylaws and the hour and place 
should be fixed by a standing rule. 

 9:2  If, instead, an organization follows the practice of schedul-
ing the day, hour, or place of its regular meetings by resolu-
tion, notice (also referred to as the call of the meeting) must 
be sent to all members a reasonable time in advance of each 
regular meeting.

 9:3  In any organization, notice must be sent a reasonable time 
in advance of each regular meeting that is separated by more 
than a quarterly time interval (see 9:7 below) from the previous 
regular meeting. Notice must also be sent a reasonable time in 
advance of a convention of delegates. In many organizations, a 
call is sent to all members in advance of each meeting. 

 9:4  In all such cases, to avoid uncertainty about what period 
in advance is reasonable, the specific number of days’ notice 
required—which will depend on the conditions of the partic-
ular assembly and which each organization must determine 
for itself—should be prescribed in the bylaws (56:34). Unless 
other wise provided in the bylaws, the number of days is com-
puted by counting all calendar days (including holidays and 
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weekends), excluding the day of the meeting but including the 
day the notice is sent.

 9:5  When notice is required to be sent, unless a different stan-
dard is specified that requirement is met if written notice is sent 
to each member either: 

a) by postal mail to the member’s last known address; or 
b) by a form of electronic communication, such as e-mail or 

fax, by which the member has agreed to receive notice. 

 9:6  Each regular meeting normally completes a separate session, 
as explained in 8:4 (see Adjourned Meeting, 9:17–19 below, 
however). Some societies have frequent meetings for social or 
cultural purposes at which business may be transacted, and also 
hold a session every month or quarter especially for business. 
In such societies, the term regular meeting applies particularly 
to the regular business session. 

 9:7  Important rules relating to the continuance of a question 
from one session to the next depend on whether no more  
than a quarterly time interval intervenes between the two 
sessions. In this book, it is understood that no more than a 
quarterly time interval intervenes between two sessions if the 
second session begins at any time during or before the third 
calendar month after the calendar month in which the first 
session ends. For example, with reference to a session held in 
January, no more than a quarterly time interval has elapsed 
since the previous session if that session ended on or after  
October 1st of the preceding calendar year; and no more than 
a quarterly time interval will elapse before the next session 
if that session will begin on or before April 30th of the cur- 
rent year. 

 9:8  If two business sessions are separated by more than a quar-
terly time interval—or if the term of a specified portion of the 
membership expires before the start of the later session (as may 
happen in an elected legislative assembly or in a board)—then 
business can go over from the earlier session to the later one 
only by means of referral to a committee (13). 
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should be fixed by a standing rule. 

 9:2  If, instead, an organization follows the practice of schedul-
ing the day, hour, or place of its regular meetings by resolu-
tion, notice (also referred to as the call of the meeting) must 
be sent to all members a reasonable time in advance of each 
regular meeting.

 9:3  In any organization, notice must be sent a reasonable time 
in advance of each regular meeting that is separated by more 
than a quarterly time interval (see 9:7 below) from the previous 
regular meeting. Notice must also be sent a reasonable time in 
advance of a convention of delegates. In many organizations, a 
call is sent to all members in advance of each meeting. 

 9:4  In all such cases, to avoid uncertainty about what period 
in advance is reasonable, the specific number of days’ notice 
required—which will depend on the conditions of the partic-
ular assembly and which each organization must determine 
for itself—should be prescribed in the bylaws (56:34). Unless 
other wise provided in the bylaws, the number of days is com-
puted by counting all calendar days (including holidays and 

81 §9 TYPES OF BUSINESS MEETINGS 9:8

weekends), excluding the day of the meeting but including the 
day the notice is sent.

 9:5  When notice is required to be sent, unless a different stan-
dard is specified that requirement is met if written notice is sent 
to each member either: 

a) by postal mail to the member’s last known address; or 
b) by a form of electronic communication, such as e-mail or 

fax, by which the member has agreed to receive notice. 

 9:6  Each regular meeting normally completes a separate session, 
as explained in 8:4 (see Adjourned Meeting, 9:17–19 below, 
however). Some societies have frequent meetings for social or 
cultural purposes at which business may be transacted, and also 
hold a session every month or quarter especially for business. 
In such societies, the term regular meeting applies particularly 
to the regular business session. 

 9:7  Important rules relating to the continuance of a question 
from one session to the next depend on whether no more  
than a quarterly time interval intervenes between the two 
sessions. In this book, it is understood that no more than a 
quarterly time interval intervenes between two sessions if the 
second session begins at any time during or before the third 
calendar month after the calendar month in which the first 
session ends. For example, with reference to a session held in 
January, no more than a quarterly time interval has elapsed 
since the previous session if that session ended on or after  
October 1st of the preceding calendar year; and no more than 
a quarterly time interval will elapse before the next session 
if that session will begin on or before April 30th of the cur- 
rent year. 

 9:8  If two business sessions are separated by more than a quar-
terly time interval—or if the term of a specified portion of the 
membership expires before the start of the later session (as may 
happen in an elected legislative assembly or in a board)—then 
business can go over from the earlier session to the later one 
only by means of referral to a committee (13). 
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 9:9  If two consecutive regular business sessions are separated by 
no more than a quarterly time interval, then—provided that 
there is no specified portion of the membership whose term 
expires before the start of the later session—there are several 
ways in which business can go over from the earlier session to 
the later one:3 

1) by being postponed to, or otherwise set as a general or spe-
cial order for, the later session (see 14, 41); 

2) by being laid on the table (17) at the earlier session and not 
taken from the table (34) before that session adjourns; 

3) by going over to the later session as unfinished business or 
as an unfinished special order (see 21:7(b), 41:18–23); 

4) by being the subject of a motion to Reconsider (37) that is 
not finally disposed of at the earlier session; and 

5) by being referred to a committee (13) that can report at the 
later session. 

 9:10  The only way for business to be carried over directly from 
one session to some later regular session beyond the next regu-
lar business session is by being referred to a committee that will 
report at that later session. 

 9:11  When a question is carried over from one session to another 
by any of the above processes, it remains within the control of 
the assembly as a question that has been temporarily, but not 
finally, disposed of. 

 9:12  Any business that falls within the objects of the society as 
defined in its bylaws (or, in the case of a board, any business 
within the authority of the board) can be transacted at any 

3. It should be noted that if some, but not all, of an organization’s regular business 
sessions are separated by no more than quarterly time intervals, it is only between 
meetings which are that close together that a question can go over from one session 
to the next by any means other than referral to a committee. If a society holds regu-
lar monthly business meetings from September through May, for example, but does 
not meet during the summer, a question can be postponed until the next meeting at 
any of the meetings from September through April, but such a question cannot be 
postponed at the May meeting until the September meeting. 
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regular meeting (provided that the parliamentary rules relating 
to action already taken, or to matters not finally disposed of 
and remaining within the control of the assembly, are complied 
with in cases where they apply; compare 10:26–27; see also 35 
and 38 ). 

Special Meeting 
 9:13  A special meeting (or called meeting) is a separate session 

of a society held at a time different from that of any regular 
meeting, and convened only to consider one or more items of 
business specified in the call of the meeting. Notice of the time, 
place, and purpose of the meeting, clearly and specifically de-
scribing the subject matter of the motions or items of business 
to be brought up, must be sent to all members a reasonable 
number of days in advance. The reason for special meetings is 
to deal with matters that may arise between regular meetings 
and that require action by the society before the next regular 
meeting, or to dedicate an entire session to one or more partic-
ular matters.4 As in the case of a regular meeting, the session of 
a special meeting in an ordinary society is normally concluded 
in a single meeting, unless the assembly at the special meeting 
schedules an adjourned meeting (see below). 

 9:14  Special meetings can properly be called only (a) as autho-
rized in the bylaws (see 56:36); or (b) when authorized by the 
assembly itself, as part of formal disciplinary procedures, for 
purposes of conducting a trial and determining a punishment 
(see 63:21n9). A section of the bylaws that authorizes the call-
ing of special meetings should prescribe: 

1) by whom such a meeting is to be called—which provision 
is usually in the form of a statement that the president (or, 
in large organizations, the president with the approval of 

4. When a special meeting intervenes between two regular meetings, that does not 
affect the rules governing whether and how business can go over from the earlier 
regular meeting to the later regular meeting. 
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regular meeting (provided that the parliamentary rules relating 
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and remaining within the control of the assembly, are complied 
with in cases where they apply; compare 10:26–27; see also 35 
and 38 ). 
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of a society held at a time different from that of any regular 
meeting, and convened only to consider one or more items of 
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number of days in advance. The reason for special meetings is 
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and that require action by the society before the next regular 
meeting, or to dedicate an entire session to one or more partic-
ular matters.4 As in the case of a regular meeting, the session of 
a special meeting in an ordinary society is normally concluded 
in a single meeting, unless the assembly at the special meeting 
schedules an adjourned meeting (see below). 

 9:14  Special meetings can properly be called only (a) as autho-
rized in the bylaws (see 56:36); or (b) when authorized by the 
assembly itself, as part of formal disciplinary procedures, for 
purposes of conducting a trial and determining a punishment 
(see 63:21n9). A section of the bylaws that authorizes the call-
ing of special meetings should prescribe: 

1) by whom such a meeting is to be called—which provision 
is usually in the form of a statement that the president (or, 
in large organizations, the president with the approval of 

4. When a special meeting intervenes between two regular meetings, that does not 
affect the rules governing whether and how business can go over from the earlier 
regular meeting to the later regular meeting. 
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and remaining within the control of the assembly, are complied 
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and 38 ). 

Special Meeting 
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meeting, and convened only to consider one or more items of 
business specified in the call of the meeting. Notice of the time, 
place, and purpose of the meeting, clearly and specifically de-
scribing the subject matter of the motions or items of business 
to be brought up, must be sent to all members a reasonable 
number of days in advance. The reason for special meetings is 
to deal with matters that may arise between regular meetings 
and that require action by the society before the next regular 
meeting, or to dedicate an entire session to one or more partic-
ular matters.4 As in the case of a regular meeting, the session of 
a special meeting in an ordinary society is normally concluded 
in a single meeting, unless the assembly at the special meeting 
schedules an adjourned meeting (see below). 

 9:14  Special meetings can properly be called only (a) as autho-
rized in the bylaws (see 56:36); or (b) when authorized by the 
assembly itself, as part of formal disciplinary procedures, for 
purposes of conducting a trial and determining a punishment 
(see 63:21n9). A section of the bylaws that authorizes the call-
ing of special meetings should prescribe: 

1) by whom such a meeting is to be called—which provision 
is usually in the form of a statement that the president (or, 
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and that require action by the society before the next regular 
meeting, or to dedicate an entire session to one or more partic-
ular matters.4 As in the case of a regular meeting, the session of 
a special meeting in an ordinary society is normally concluded 
in a single meeting, unless the assembly at the special meeting 
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 9:14  Special meetings can properly be called only (a) as autho-
rized in the bylaws (see 56:36); or (b) when authorized by the 
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purposes of conducting a trial and determining a punishment 
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in large organizations, the president with the approval of 

4. When a special meeting intervenes between two regular meetings, that does not 
affect the rules governing whether and how business can go over from the earlier 
regular meeting to the later regular meeting. 



9:9 ROBERT’S RULES OF ORDER NEWLY REVISED 82

 9:9  If two consecutive regular business sessions are separated by 
no more than a quarterly time interval, then—provided that 
there is no specified portion of the membership whose term 
expires before the start of the later session—there are several 
ways in which business can go over from the earlier session to 
the later one:3 

1) by being postponed to, or otherwise set as a general or spe-
cial order for, the later session (see 14, 41); 

2) by being laid on the table (17) at the earlier session and not 
taken from the table (34) before that session adjourns; 

3) by going over to the later session as unfinished business or 
as an unfinished special order (see 21:7(b), 41:18–23); 

4) by being the subject of a motion to Reconsider (37) that is 
not finally disposed of at the earlier session; and 

5) by being referred to a committee (13) that can report at the 
later session. 

 9:10  The only way for business to be carried over directly from 
one session to some later regular session beyond the next regu-
lar business session is by being referred to a committee that will 
report at that later session. 

 9:11  When a question is carried over from one session to another 
by any of the above processes, it remains within the control of 
the assembly as a question that has been temporarily, but not 
finally, disposed of. 

 9:12  Any business that falls within the objects of the society as 
defined in its bylaws (or, in the case of a board, any business 
within the authority of the board) can be transacted at any 

3. It should be noted that if some, but not all, of an organization’s regular business 
sessions are separated by no more than quarterly time intervals, it is only between 
meetings which are that close together that a question can go over from one session 
to the next by any means other than referral to a committee. If a society holds regu-
lar monthly business meetings from September through May, for example, but does 
not meet during the summer, a question can be postponed until the next meeting at 
any of the meetings from September through April, but such a question cannot be 
postponed at the May meeting until the September meeting. 

83 §9 TYPES OF BUSINESS MEETINGS 9:14

regular meeting (provided that the parliamentary rules relating 
to action already taken, or to matters not finally disposed of 
and remaining within the control of the assembly, are complied 
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the board) can call a special meeting, and that he shall call a 
special meeting at the written request of a specific number 
of members; and 

2) the number of days’ notice required. The number of days  
is computed in the same manner as for regular meetings 
(see 9:4).

  The president directs the secretary to send the notice of the 
special meeting to all members at the society’s expense in com-
pliance with the bylaws no later than the required number of 
days in advance, making sure that it contains all the necessary 
information. 

 9:15  The only business that can be transacted at a special meeting 
is that which has been specified in the call of the meeting. This 
rule, however, does not preclude the consideration of privi-
leged motions, or of any subsidiary, incidental, or other mo-
tions that may arise in connection with the transaction of such 
business or the conduct of the meeting. If, at a special meeting, 
action is taken relating to business not mentioned in the call, 
that action, to become valid, must be ratified (see 10:54–57) 
by the organization at a regular meeting (or at another special 
meeting properly called for that purpose). 

 9:16  The requirement that business transacted at a special meeting 
be specified in the call should not be confused with a require-
ment that previous notice of a motion be given. Although the 
call of a special meeting must state the purpose of the meeting, 
it need not give the exact content of individual motions that will 
be considered. When a main motion related to business speci-
fied in the call of a special meeting is pending, it is as fully open 
to germane amendment as if it had been moved at a regular 
meeting. 

Adjourned Meeting 
 9:17  An adjourned meeting is a meeting in continuation of the 

session of the immediately preceding regular or special meet-
ing. The name adjourned meeting means that the meeting is 
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be recognized is not determined by (1) or (2) above), the 
chair lets the floor alternate, as far as possible, between those 
favoring and those opposing the measure. To accomplish 
this, the chair may say, for example, “Since the last speaker 
spoke in favor of the motion, who wishes to speak in opposi-
tion to the motion?” or “Since the last speaker opposed the 
motion, who wishes to speak in its favor?” 

 3:34  A member cannot rise for the purpose of claiming preference 
in being recognized (as this right is called in all of the above 
cases) after the chair has recognized another member. If at any 
time the chair makes a mistake, however, and assigns the floor 
to the wrong person—when preference in recognition was 
timely claimed or in any other case—his attention can be called 
to it by raising a Point of Order (23), and he must immediately 
correct the error. 

 3:35  The preceding rules usually are adequate for assigning the 
floor in most business meetings. In great assemblies or conven-
tions, or in bodies that must handle a heavy agenda or complex 
issues, additional situations often occur where the best inter-
ests of the assembly require the floor to be assigned to a claim-
ant who was not the first to rise and address the chair. (For the 
rules governing these cases, see 42.) 

§4. THE HANDLING OF A MOTION 
 4:1  The handling of a motion varies in certain details according 

to conditions. In the ordinary case, especially under new busi-
ness, there are six essential steps—three by which the motion 
is brought before the assembly, and three in the consideration of 
the motion. 

How a Motion Is Brought Before the Assembly 
 4:2  The three steps by which a motion is normally brought be-

fore the assembly are as follows: 

1) A member makes the motion. (The words move and offer 
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also refer to this step. A person is said to “make a motion,” 
but he uses the word “move” when he does so. He is also 
said “to move” a particular proposal, as in “to move a  
postponement.”) 

2) Another member seconds the motion. 
3) The chair states the question on the motion. (The step of stat-

ing the question on the motion should not be confused 
with putting the question, which takes place later and means 
putting the motion to a vote.) 

 4:3  Neither the making nor the seconding of a motion places it 
before the assembly; only the chair can do that, by the third step 
(stating the question). When the chair has stated the question, 
the motion is pending, that is, “on the floor.” It is then open to 
debate (if it is a main motion or one of several other debatable 
parliamentary motions, which are described in later chapters). 
If the assembly decides to do what a motion proposes, it adopts 
the motion, or the motion is carried; if the assembly expressly 
decides against doing what the motion proposes, the motion is 
lost, or rejected. 

 4:4 Making a Motion.  To make a main motion, a member must 
obtain the floor, as explained above, when no other question 
is pending and when business of the kind represented by the 
motion is in order. The member then makes his motion, in 
simple cases by saying, “I move that … [announcing what 
he proposes in a wording intended to become the assembly’s  
official statement of the action taken].” For more important 
or complex questions, or when greater formality is desired, 
he presents the motion in the form of a resolution. The usual 
wording then is, “I move the adoption of the following resolu-
tion: ‘Resolved, That …’”; or, “I offer the following resolution: 
‘Resolved, That …’” (For additional information on the proper 
form for main motions and resolutions, see 10.) 

 4:5  A resolution or a long or complicated motion should be 
prepared in advance of the meeting, if possible, and should  
be put into writing before it is offered. The mover then passes 
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 4:1  The handling of a motion varies in certain details according 

to conditions. In the ordinary case, especially under new busi-
ness, there are six essential steps—three by which the motion 
is brought before the assembly, and three in the consideration of 
the motion. 

How a Motion Is Brought Before the Assembly 
 4:2  The three steps by which a motion is normally brought be-

fore the assembly are as follows: 

1) A member makes the motion. (The words move and offer 

29  §4 THE HANDLING OF A MOTION 4:5

also refer to this step. A person is said to “make a motion,” 
but he uses the word “move” when he does so. He is also 
said “to move” a particular proposal, as in “to move a  
postponement.”) 

2) Another member seconds the motion. 
3) The chair states the question on the motion. (The step of stat-

ing the question on the motion should not be confused 
with putting the question, which takes place later and means 
putting the motion to a vote.) 

 4:3  Neither the making nor the seconding of a motion places it 
before the assembly; only the chair can do that, by the third step 
(stating the question). When the chair has stated the question, 
the motion is pending, that is, “on the floor.” It is then open to 
debate (if it is a main motion or one of several other debatable 
parliamentary motions, which are described in later chapters). 
If the assembly decides to do what a motion proposes, it adopts 
the motion, or the motion is carried; if the assembly expressly 
decides against doing what the motion proposes, the motion is 
lost, or rejected. 

 4:4 Making a Motion.  To make a main motion, a member must 
obtain the floor, as explained above, when no other question 
is pending and when business of the kind represented by the 
motion is in order. The member then makes his motion, in 
simple cases by saying, “I move that … [announcing what 
he proposes in a wording intended to become the assembly’s  
official statement of the action taken].” For more important 
or complex questions, or when greater formality is desired, 
he presents the motion in the form of a resolution. The usual 
wording then is, “I move the adoption of the following resolu-
tion: ‘Resolved, That …’”; or, “I offer the following resolution: 
‘Resolved, That …’” (For additional information on the proper 
form for main motions and resolutions, see 10.) 

 4:5  A resolution or a long or complicated motion should be 
prepared in advance of the meeting, if possible, and should  
be put into writing before it is offered. The mover then passes 
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be recognized is not determined by (1) or (2) above), the 
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issues, additional situations often occur where the best inter-
ests of the assembly require the floor to be assigned to a claim-
ant who was not the first to rise and address the chair. (For the 
rules governing these cases, see 42.) 

§4. THE HANDLING OF A MOTION 
 4:1  The handling of a motion varies in certain details according 

to conditions. In the ordinary case, especially under new busi-
ness, there are six essential steps—three by which the motion 
is brought before the assembly, and three in the consideration of 
the motion. 
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 4:2  The three steps by which a motion is normally brought be-
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postponement.”) 
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ing the question on the motion should not be confused 
with putting the question, which takes place later and means 
putting the motion to a vote.) 

 4:3  Neither the making nor the seconding of a motion places it 
before the assembly; only the chair can do that, by the third step 
(stating the question). When the chair has stated the question, 
the motion is pending, that is, “on the floor.” It is then open to 
debate (if it is a main motion or one of several other debatable 
parliamentary motions, which are described in later chapters). 
If the assembly decides to do what a motion proposes, it adopts 
the motion, or the motion is carried; if the assembly expressly 
decides against doing what the motion proposes, the motion is 
lost, or rejected. 

 4:4 Making a Motion.  To make a main motion, a member must 
obtain the floor, as explained above, when no other question 
is pending and when business of the kind represented by the 
motion is in order. The member then makes his motion, in 
simple cases by saying, “I move that … [announcing what 
he proposes in a wording intended to become the assembly’s  
official statement of the action taken].” For more important 
or complex questions, or when greater formality is desired, 
he presents the motion in the form of a resolution. The usual 
wording then is, “I move the adoption of the following resolu-
tion: ‘Resolved, That …’”; or, “I offer the following resolution: 
‘Resolved, That …’” (For additional information on the proper 
form for main motions and resolutions, see 10.) 

 4:5  A resolution or a long or complicated motion should be 
prepared in advance of the meeting, if possible, and should  
be put into writing before it is offered. The mover then passes 
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it to the chair as soon as he has offered it. If conditions make it 
impractical for a member offering a written resolution to read 
it himself, he signs it and passes or sends it to the chair ahead 
of time (in a large meeting, often by page or messenger), or 
he can deliver it to the secretary before the meeting. In such a 
case the member offers his resolution by saying, “I move the 
adoption of the resolution relating to … , which I have sent to 
the chair [or “have delivered to the Secretary”],” identifying it 
by its subject matter; or, when moving its adoption, the mem-
ber may identify the resolution by its designated title, number, 
letter, or the like. The chair then says, “The resolution offered 
by Mrs. A is as follows: …” or, “The Secretary will read the 
resolution offered by Mrs. A,” and the chair (or the secretary) 
reads the resolution in full. If the text of the resolution or mo-
tion has been distributed to the members in advance, however, 
it need not be read when moved. 

 4:6  As soon as a member has made a motion, he resumes his 
seat. He will have the right to speak first in debate, if he wishes, 
after the chair has stated the question. If the motion has not 
been heard or is not clear, another member can ask that it be 
repeated, which the chair can request the maker or the secre-
tary to do, or can do himself. 

 4:7  Under parliamentary procedure, strictly speaking, discussion 
of any subject is permitted only with reference to a pending 
motion. When necessary, a motion can be prefaced by a few 
words of explanation, which must not become a speech; or a 
member can first request information, or he can indicate briefly 
what he wishes to propose and can ask the chair to assist him 
in wording an appropriate motion. In general, however, when 
a member has obtained the floor while no motion is pending—
unless it is for a special purpose, such as to ask a question—he 
makes a motion immediately. Any desired improvements upon 
the member’s proposal can be accomplished by several methods 
after the motion has been made (for a summary, see 10:29–30). 

 4:8  For a member to begin to discuss a matter while no ques-
tion is pending, without promptly leading to a motion, implies  
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an unusual circumstance and requires permission of the assem-
bly (see 33:22) in addition to obtaining the floor. In larger 
assemblies, this rule requires firm enforcement. In smaller 
meetings, it may sometimes be relaxed with constructive effect 
if the members are not accustomed to working under the stan-
dard rule. Unless the assembly has specifically authorized that 
a particular subject be discussed while no motion is pending, 
however, such a discussion can be entered into only at the suf-
ferance of the chair or until a point of order is made; and in the 
latter case, the chair must immediately require that a motion 
be offered or the discussion cease. The general rule against dis-
cussion without a motion is one of parliamentary procedure’s 
powerful tools for keeping business “on track,” and an obser-
vance of its spirit can be an important factor in making even a 
very small meeting rapidly moving and interesting.6 

 4:9 Seconding a Motion.  After a motion has been made, another 
member who wishes it to be considered says, “I second the mo-
tion,” or, “I second it,” or even, “Second!”—without obtain-
ing the floor, and in small assemblies without rising.7 In large 
assemblies, and especially in those where nonmembers may be 
seated in the hall, the seconder stands, and without waiting 
to be recognized states his name (with other identification, if 
appropriate) and says, “Mr. President [or “Mr. Chairman”], I 
second the motion.” In some organizations, especially labor 
unions, the word “support” is used in place of “second.” 

 4:10  If no member seconds the motion, the chair must be sure 
that all have heard it before proceeding to other business. In 

6. In the very early development of parliamentary procedure, a presiding officer was 
expected to distill from the debate the essence of a motion and, in conclusion, take 
a vote on that motion. It was found in the House of Lords in England that, when 
there was no definite motion pending, it was not possible to tell whether debate was 
germane, and the debate itself often became discursive and lengthy. In addition, the 
presiding officer might not digest the debate into a motion in a way satisfactory to 
most of the members. In such a case, there was little opportunity to put the motion 
in proper form before voting, since the chair’s formulation of it occurred at the 
conclusion. 

7. Motions need not be seconded in a small board or a committee. 
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ferance of the chair or until a point of order is made; and in the 
latter case, the chair must immediately require that a motion 
be offered or the discussion cease. The general rule against dis-
cussion without a motion is one of parliamentary procedure’s 
powerful tools for keeping business “on track,” and an obser-
vance of its spirit can be an important factor in making even a 
very small meeting rapidly moving and interesting.6 

 4:9 Seconding a Motion.  After a motion has been made, another 
member who wishes it to be considered says, “I second the mo-
tion,” or, “I second it,” or even, “Second!”—without obtain-
ing the floor, and in small assemblies without rising.7 In large 
assemblies, and especially in those where nonmembers may be 
seated in the hall, the seconder stands, and without waiting 
to be recognized states his name (with other identification, if 
appropriate) and says, “Mr. President [or “Mr. Chairman”], I 
second the motion.” In some organizations, especially labor 
unions, the word “support” is used in place of “second.” 

 4:10  If no member seconds the motion, the chair must be sure 
that all have heard it before proceeding to other business. In 

6. In the very early development of parliamentary procedure, a presiding officer was 
expected to distill from the debate the essence of a motion and, in conclusion, take 
a vote on that motion. It was found in the House of Lords in England that, when 
there was no definite motion pending, it was not possible to tell whether debate was 
germane, and the debate itself often became discursive and lengthy. In addition, the 
presiding officer might not digest the debate into a motion in a way satisfactory to 
most of the members. In such a case, there was little opportunity to put the motion 
in proper form before voting, since the chair’s formulation of it occurred at the 
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it need not be read when moved. 
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bly (see 33:22) in addition to obtaining the floor. In larger 
assemblies, this rule requires firm enforcement. In smaller 
meetings, it may sometimes be relaxed with constructive effect 
if the members are not accustomed to working under the stan-
dard rule. Unless the assembly has specifically authorized that 
a particular subject be discussed while no motion is pending, 
however, such a discussion can be entered into only at the suf-
ferance of the chair or until a point of order is made; and in the 
latter case, the chair must immediately require that a motion 
be offered or the discussion cease. The general rule against dis-
cussion without a motion is one of parliamentary procedure’s 
powerful tools for keeping business “on track,” and an obser-
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very small meeting rapidly moving and interesting.6 
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resolution offered by Mrs. A,” and the chair (or the secretary) 
reads the resolution in full. If the text of the resolution or mo-
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it need not be read when moved. 
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tary to do, or can do himself. 
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in wording an appropriate motion. In general, however, when 
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unless it is for a special purpose, such as to ask a question—he 
makes a motion immediately. Any desired improvements upon 
the member’s proposal can be accomplished by several methods 
after the motion has been made (for a summary, see 10:29–30). 

 4:8  For a member to begin to discuss a matter while no ques-
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an unusual circumstance and requires permission of the assem-
bly (see 33:22) in addition to obtaining the floor. In larger 
assemblies, this rule requires firm enforcement. In smaller 
meetings, it may sometimes be relaxed with constructive effect 
if the members are not accustomed to working under the stan-
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a particular subject be discussed while no motion is pending, 
however, such a discussion can be entered into only at the suf-
ferance of the chair or until a point of order is made; and in the 
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be offered or the discussion cease. The general rule against dis-
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powerful tools for keeping business “on track,” and an obser-
vance of its spirit can be an important factor in making even a 
very small meeting rapidly moving and interesting.6 

 4:9 Seconding a Motion.  After a motion has been made, another 
member who wishes it to be considered says, “I second the mo-
tion,” or, “I second it,” or even, “Second!”—without obtain-
ing the floor, and in small assemblies without rising.7 In large 
assemblies, and especially in those where nonmembers may be 
seated in the hall, the seconder stands, and without waiting 
to be recognized states his name (with other identification, if 
appropriate) and says, “Mr. President [or “Mr. Chairman”], I 
second the motion.” In some organizations, especially labor 
unions, the word “support” is used in place of “second.” 

 4:10  If no member seconds the motion, the chair must be sure 
that all have heard it before proceeding to other business. In 

6. In the very early development of parliamentary procedure, a presiding officer was 
expected to distill from the debate the essence of a motion and, in conclusion, take 
a vote on that motion. It was found in the House of Lords in England that, when 
there was no definite motion pending, it was not possible to tell whether debate was 
germane, and the debate itself often became discursive and lengthy. In addition, the 
presiding officer might not digest the debate into a motion in a way satisfactory to 
most of the members. In such a case, there was little opportunity to put the motion 
in proper form before voting, since the chair’s formulation of it occurred at the 
conclusion. 

7. Motions need not be seconded in a small board or a committee. 



4:6  ROBERT’S RULES OF ORDER NEWLY REVISED 30

it to the chair as soon as he has offered it. If conditions make it 
impractical for a member offering a written resolution to read 
it himself, he signs it and passes or sends it to the chair ahead 
of time (in a large meeting, often by page or messenger), or 
he can deliver it to the secretary before the meeting. In such a 
case the member offers his resolution by saying, “I move the 
adoption of the resolution relating to … , which I have sent to 
the chair [or “have delivered to the Secretary”],” identifying it 
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unless it is for a special purpose, such as to ask a question—he 
makes a motion immediately. Any desired improvements upon 
the member’s proposal can be accomplished by several methods 
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unions, the word “support” is used in place of “second.” 
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most of the members. In such a case, there was little opportunity to put the motion 
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it to the chair as soon as he has offered it. If conditions make it 
impractical for a member offering a written resolution to read 
it himself, he signs it and passes or sends it to the chair ahead 
of time (in a large meeting, often by page or messenger), or 
he can deliver it to the secretary before the meeting. In such a 
case the member offers his resolution by saying, “I move the 
adoption of the resolution relating to … , which I have sent to 
the chair [or “have delivered to the Secretary”],” identifying it 
by its subject matter; or, when moving its adoption, the mem-
ber may identify the resolution by its designated title, number, 
letter, or the like. The chair then says, “The resolution offered 
by Mrs. A is as follows: …” or, “The Secretary will read the 
resolution offered by Mrs. A,” and the chair (or the secretary) 
reads the resolution in full. If the text of the resolution or mo-
tion has been distributed to the members in advance, however, 
it need not be read when moved. 

 4:6  As soon as a member has made a motion, he resumes his 
seat. He will have the right to speak first in debate, if he wishes, 
after the chair has stated the question. If the motion has not 
been heard or is not clear, another member can ask that it be 
repeated, which the chair can request the maker or the secre-
tary to do, or can do himself. 

 4:7  Under parliamentary procedure, strictly speaking, discussion 
of any subject is permitted only with reference to a pending 
motion. When necessary, a motion can be prefaced by a few 
words of explanation, which must not become a speech; or a 
member can first request information, or he can indicate briefly 
what he wishes to propose and can ask the chair to assist him 
in wording an appropriate motion. In general, however, when 
a member has obtained the floor while no motion is pending—
unless it is for a special purpose, such as to ask a question—he 
makes a motion immediately. Any desired improvements upon 
the member’s proposal can be accomplished by several methods 
after the motion has been made (for a summary, see 10:29–30). 

 4:8  For a member to begin to discuss a matter while no ques-
tion is pending, without promptly leading to a motion, implies  
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an unusual circumstance and requires permission of the assem-
bly (see 33:22) in addition to obtaining the floor. In larger 
assemblies, this rule requires firm enforcement. In smaller 
meetings, it may sometimes be relaxed with constructive effect 
if the members are not accustomed to working under the stan-
dard rule. Unless the assembly has specifically authorized that 
a particular subject be discussed while no motion is pending, 
however, such a discussion can be entered into only at the suf-
ferance of the chair or until a point of order is made; and in the 
latter case, the chair must immediately require that a motion 
be offered or the discussion cease. The general rule against dis-
cussion without a motion is one of parliamentary procedure’s 
powerful tools for keeping business “on track,” and an obser-
vance of its spirit can be an important factor in making even a 
very small meeting rapidly moving and interesting.6 

 4:9 Seconding a Motion.  After a motion has been made, another 
member who wishes it to be considered says, “I second the mo-
tion,” or, “I second it,” or even, “Second!”—without obtain-
ing the floor, and in small assemblies without rising.7 In large 
assemblies, and especially in those where nonmembers may be 
seated in the hall, the seconder stands, and without waiting 
to be recognized states his name (with other identification, if 
appropriate) and says, “Mr. President [or “Mr. Chairman”], I 
second the motion.” In some organizations, especially labor 
unions, the word “support” is used in place of “second.” 

 4:10  If no member seconds the motion, the chair must be sure 
that all have heard it before proceeding to other business. In 

6. In the very early development of parliamentary procedure, a presiding officer was 
expected to distill from the debate the essence of a motion and, in conclusion, take 
a vote on that motion. It was found in the House of Lords in England that, when 
there was no definite motion pending, it was not possible to tell whether debate was 
germane, and the debate itself often became discursive and lengthy. In addition, the 
presiding officer might not digest the debate into a motion in a way satisfactory to 
most of the members. In such a case, there was little opportunity to put the motion 
in proper form before voting, since the chair’s formulation of it occurred at the 
conclusion. 

7. Motions need not be seconded in a small board or a committee. 
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 42:17  If ushers are equipped with hand microphones and a micro-
phone is carried to each member who is recognized, the stan-
dard rules in 42:6 can be followed. 

Interruption of a Member Assigned the Floor 
 42:18  When a member has been assigned the floor and has begun 

to speak—unless he begins to discuss a subject when no mo-
tion is pending or speaks longer in debate than the rules of the 
assembly allow—he cannot be interrupted by another member 
or by the chair except for one of the following purposes, and 
then only when the urgency of the situation justifies it: 

a) a Call for the Orders of the Day (18) when they are not being 
conformed to, 

b) the raising of a question of privilege (19), 
c) a Point of Order or the calling of the member who has the 

floor to order (23, 61)—or the chair’s calling this mem-
ber’s attention to the fact that he is failing to observe the 
rules of speaking (61:10–11), 

d) a call for a separate vote on one or more of a set of inde-
pendent resolutions on different subjects, or a divisible set 
of amendments, that have been offered by a single motion 
(10:25, 12:14, 27:10–11), 

e) a request or inquiry (32, 33) that requires an immediate 
response; 

or, in certain special circumstances, these additional purposes: 
f) an Appeal (24), 
g) an Objection to the Consideration of a Question (26), or 
h) a Division of the Assembly (29). 

 42:19  After a member has been assigned the floor but before he 
has begun to speak, it is in order to take any of the steps listed 
above, and also, if there may be no other opportunity, to rise 
for the purpose of: 

a) giving notice of intent to introduce a motion requiring such 
notice (10:44–50); or 
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b) making a motion to Reconsider (37) or to Reconsider and 
Enter on the Minutes (37:46–52). 

 42:20  If an interruption occurs for any of the reasons listed above, 
the member who had the floor does not lose it, although he 
takes his seat while the interrupting matter is being attended 
to. As soon as the interruption has been disposed of, the chair 
directs him to rise and proceed by saying, for example, “Mr. 
Lewis has the floor.” 

 42:21  If a member presenting a committee report or other doc-
ument to the assembly hands it to the secretary or a reading 
clerk to be read, the member does not thereby yield the floor, 
but has it again when the reading is finished. 

 42:22  When a member has risen to claim the floor or has been 
assigned the floor, it is out of order for another to call out a 
motion to adjourn, or a motion to lay the pending question 
on the table. If someone does so, or if calls of “Question!” are 
made, it is the duty of the chair to obtain order and protect the 
rights of the member who is entitled to the floor. 

§43. RULES GOVERNING DEBATE 
 43:1  Debate, rightly understood, is an essential element in the 

making of rational decisions of consequence by intelligent  
people. In a deliberative assembly, this term applies to discus-
sion on the merits of a pending question—that is, whether the 
proposal under consideration should, or should not, be agreed 
to. That the right of debate is inherent in such an assembly is 
implied by the word deliberative. 

 43:2  Debatability is a characteristic of all main motions and of 
certain other motions, depending on the parliamentary func-
tion they serve, according to principles summarized at the end 
of this section; and from such principles are derived the specific 
rules stated under Standard Characteristic 5 in 11–37. 

 43:3  While the amount of debate on a motion in actual practice 
will depend on such factors as its importance, how strongly it is 
contested, etc., every member of the assembly has the right to 
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speak to every debatable motion before it is finally acted upon; 
and subject only to general limitations on debate established by 
parliamentary law or the rules of the body as explained below, 
this right cannot be interfered with except by a two-thirds vote. 

Summary of Procedures Incident to Debate 
 43:4  Until a matter has been brought before the assembly in the 

form of a motion proposing a specific action, it cannot be de-
bated. As explained in 3 and 4, the motion must be made by 
a member who has obtained the floor while no question is 
pending (or while the motion is in order, if it is not a main 
motion), after which it must be seconded by another member 
(unless it is made by direction of a board or committee), and 
must be stated by the chair. The chair may conclude his state-
ment of the question on the debatable motion by asking, “Are 
you ready for the question?” or, less formally, “Is there any 
debate?” Alternatively, he may simply pause and turn toward 
the maker of the motion to see if he desires the floor first in de-
bate. After the maker of the motion has had the opportunity to 
speak first if he wishes, other members can rise and address the 
chair to claim the floor for the purpose of debate, as explained 
in 3:30ff. and 42. 

 43:5  While debate is in progress, amendments or other second-
ary (subsidiary, privileged, or incidental) motions can be intro-
duced and disposed of—and can be debated in the process, if 
they are debatable—as explained in 10:31–35. A member may 
both speak in debate and conclude by offering a secondary 
motion, which is a particular application of the principle that 
a member having been recognized for any legitimate purpose 
has the floor for all legitimate purposes. 

 43:6  When debate appears to have concluded, the chair may 
again ask, “Are you ready for the question?” (or “Is there any 
further debate?”) or if, after a reasonable pause, no one rises to 
claim the floor, the chair may assume that no member wishes 
to speak and, standing, may proceed to put the question. 
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 43:7  It should be noted that, under legitimate parliamentary 
procedure, there is no such thing as “gaveling through” a 
measure. The right of members to debate or introduce sec-
ondary motions cannot be cut off by the chair’s attempting 
to put a question to vote so quickly that no member can get 
the floor—either when the chair first states the question or 
when he believes debate is ended. Debate is not closed by the 
presiding officer’s rising to put the question. If a vote has been 
taken or begun quickly and it is found that a member rose 
and addressed the chair with reasonable promptness after the 
chair asked, “Are you ready for the question?” or, by a pause 
or otherwise, indicated that the floor was open to assignment, 
then—even if the chair has announced the result of such a 
vote—the vote must be disregarded, the member is entitled 
to the floor, and debate begins or resumes. But if the chair 
gives ample opportunity for members to claim the floor be-
fore he puts the question, and no one rises, the right to de-
bate cannot be claimed after the voting has commenced. If, 
because a member sought the floor in timely fashion, debate 
is resumed after voting has begun, the question must be put 
fully again—that is, both the affirmative and the negative votes 
must be called for—regardless of how far the earlier vote had 
proceeded. When a vote is taken a second time for purposes of 
verification—as when a Division (29) is demanded—debate 
cannot be resumed except by unanimous consent (4:58–63). 

Length and Number of Speeches 
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 43:9  When a member’s time is exhausted, the chair rises and—if 
the member does not immediately conclude his remarks—calls 
his attention to the fact by an appropriate signal, or by inter-
rupting him if necessary. The chair may appoint timekeepers to 
provide assistance in fulfilling this responsibility. If it appears 
that a minute more will afford sufficient time for the member 
to conclude more gracefully, the chair can ask unanimous con-
sent to extend the member’s time for a short period, or any 
member can do so. 

 43:10  Rights in regard to debate are not transferable. Unless the 
organization has a special rule on the subject, a member cannot 
yield any unexpired portion of his time to another member, or 
reserve any portion of his time for a later time—that is, if a 
member yields the floor before speaking his full ten minutes, 
he is presumed to have waived his right to the remaining time.4 
If a speaker yields to another member for a question (Request 
for Information, 33:6–10), the time consumed by the question 
is charged to the speaker. 

 43:11  A committee chairman or reporting member is not consid-
ered to be debating when presenting or reading the committee’s 
report, but he is bound to obey the assembly’s rules relating to 
debate in any speech made by him in support of the motion 
offered on behalf of the committee. 

 43:12 Number of Speeches on the Same Question per Member per Day.  
Unless the assembly has a special rule providing otherwise, no 
member can speak more than twice to the same question on  
the same day—except that in the case of an Appeal (24),  
only the presiding officer can speak twice (the second time at 
the close of the debate), all other members being limited to 
one speech. Merely asking a question or making a brief sug-
gestion is not counted as speaking in debate; nor is the making 

4. This rule reflects the traditional parliamentary principles. The House of Representa-
tives has a different rule which permits control of all time by a single member or the 
leaders of the opposing sides of the question. The House rule also prevents members 
to whom time has been yielded for debate from making motions. See form (f ) in 
15:19 and, especially, the form discussed in 59:82–83. 
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of a secondary motion counted as speaking in debate,5 so long 
as in making the motion the member makes no comment on 
the then-pending question. It will be seen from this rule that if 
debate on a pending motion is continued at the next meeting, 
and if that meeting is held on the same day, members who 
have already made two speeches on a question are not allowed 
to speak on it again without the assembly’s permission. But 
if the next meeting is held on another day, all members have 
their right to debate entirely renewed with reference to that 
question. 

 43:13  Under this rule, each debatable motion is a separate ques-
tion with respect to members’ rights to debate it. Thus, if a 
series of debatable questions is pending and a member has, 
for example, spoken twice that day while the main motion is 
immediately pending, he has exhausted his right to debate the 
main motion; but, even on the same day, he can still speak 
twice on a motion to postpone the main question indefinitely, 
and twice on each amendment that may be moved, and so on. 
As noted under the rules for assigning the floor (42), however, 
a member cannot make a second speech on the same question 
the same day until every member who desires to speak on it has 
had an opportunity to do so once. If debate is closed before 
the member has an opportunity to make a second speech, none 
may be made. 

Modification of General Limits of Debate 
 43:14  The general rules limiting the length and number of speeches 

in debate that are stated above can be modified to serve the  
assembly’s needs as follows: 

 43:15 Adopting a Special Rule.  The rule allowing each member two 
speeches of ten minutes’ length per day on each debatable 

5. Thus a member who has exhausted the number of speeches permitted him on a main 
motion may still seek recognition to move its referral or amendment, for example. 
In such a case the chair grants limited recognition by saying, “The member has ex-
hausted his right to debate. For what purpose does he rise?” 
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the same day—except that in the case of an Appeal (24),  
only the presiding officer can speak twice (the second time at 
the close of the debate), all other members being limited to 
one speech. Merely asking a question or making a brief sug-
gestion is not counted as speaking in debate; nor is the making 

4. This rule reflects the traditional parliamentary principles. The House of Representa-
tives has a different rule which permits control of all time by a single member or the 
leaders of the opposing sides of the question. The House rule also prevents members 
to whom time has been yielded for debate from making motions. See form (f ) in 
15:19 and, especially, the form discussed in 59:82–83. 
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of a secondary motion counted as speaking in debate,5 so long 
as in making the motion the member makes no comment on 
the then-pending question. It will be seen from this rule that if 
debate on a pending motion is continued at the next meeting, 
and if that meeting is held on the same day, members who 
have already made two speeches on a question are not allowed 
to speak on it again without the assembly’s permission. But 
if the next meeting is held on another day, all members have 
their right to debate entirely renewed with reference to that 
question. 

 43:13  Under this rule, each debatable motion is a separate ques-
tion with respect to members’ rights to debate it. Thus, if a 
series of debatable questions is pending and a member has, 
for example, spoken twice that day while the main motion is 
immediately pending, he has exhausted his right to debate the 
main motion; but, even on the same day, he can still speak 
twice on a motion to postpone the main question indefinitely, 
and twice on each amendment that may be moved, and so on. 
As noted under the rules for assigning the floor (42), however, 
a member cannot make a second speech on the same question 
the same day until every member who desires to speak on it has 
had an opportunity to do so once. If debate is closed before 
the member has an opportunity to make a second speech, none 
may be made. 

Modification of General Limits of Debate 
 43:14  The general rules limiting the length and number of speeches 

in debate that are stated above can be modified to serve the  
assembly’s needs as follows: 

 43:15 Adopting a Special Rule.  The rule allowing each member two 
speeches of ten minutes’ length per day on each debatable 

5. Thus a member who has exhausted the number of speeches permitted him on a main 
motion may still seek recognition to move its referral or amendment, for example. 
In such a case the chair grants limited recognition by saying, “The member has ex-
hausted his right to debate. For what purpose does he rise?” 
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 43:9  When a member’s time is exhausted, the chair rises and—if 
the member does not immediately conclude his remarks—calls 
his attention to the fact by an appropriate signal, or by inter-
rupting him if necessary. The chair may appoint timekeepers to 
provide assistance in fulfilling this responsibility. If it appears 
that a minute more will afford sufficient time for the member 
to conclude more gracefully, the chair can ask unanimous con-
sent to extend the member’s time for a short period, or any 
member can do so. 

 43:10  Rights in regard to debate are not transferable. Unless the 
organization has a special rule on the subject, a member cannot 
yield any unexpired portion of his time to another member, or 
reserve any portion of his time for a later time—that is, if a 
member yields the floor before speaking his full ten minutes, 
he is presumed to have waived his right to the remaining time.4 
If a speaker yields to another member for a question (Request 
for Information, 33:6–10), the time consumed by the question 
is charged to the speaker. 

 43:11  A committee chairman or reporting member is not consid-
ered to be debating when presenting or reading the committee’s 
report, but he is bound to obey the assembly’s rules relating to 
debate in any speech made by him in support of the motion 
offered on behalf of the committee. 

 43:12 Number of Speeches on the Same Question per Member per Day.  
Unless the assembly has a special rule providing otherwise, no 
member can speak more than twice to the same question on  
the same day—except that in the case of an Appeal (24),  
only the presiding officer can speak twice (the second time at 
the close of the debate), all other members being limited to 
one speech. Merely asking a question or making a brief sug-
gestion is not counted as speaking in debate; nor is the making 

4. This rule reflects the traditional parliamentary principles. The House of Representa-
tives has a different rule which permits control of all time by a single member or the 
leaders of the opposing sides of the question. The House rule also prevents members 
to whom time has been yielded for debate from making motions. See form (f ) in 
15:19 and, especially, the form discussed in 59:82–83. 
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main motion; but, even on the same day, he can still speak 
twice on a motion to postpone the main question indefinitely, 
and twice on each amendment that may be moved, and so on. 
As noted under the rules for assigning the floor (42), however, 
a member cannot make a second speech on the same question 
the same day until every member who desires to speak on it has 
had an opportunity to do so once. If debate is closed before 
the member has an opportunity to make a second speech, none 
may be made. 

Modification of General Limits of Debate 
 43:14  The general rules limiting the length and number of speeches 

in debate that are stated above can be modified to serve the  
assembly’s needs as follows: 

 43:15 Adopting a Special Rule.  The rule allowing each member two 
speeches of ten minutes’ length per day on each debatable 

5. Thus a member who has exhausted the number of speeches permitted him on a main 
motion may still seek recognition to move its referral or amendment, for example. 
In such a case the chair grants limited recognition by saying, “The member has ex-
hausted his right to debate. For what purpose does he rise?” 
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rupting him if necessary. The chair may appoint timekeepers to 
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yield any unexpired portion of his time to another member, or 
reserve any portion of his time for a later time—that is, if a 
member yields the floor before speaking his full ten minutes, 
he is presumed to have waived his right to the remaining time.4 
If a speaker yields to another member for a question (Request 
for Information, 33:6–10), the time consumed by the question 
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 43:11  A committee chairman or reporting member is not consid-
ered to be debating when presenting or reading the committee’s 
report, but he is bound to obey the assembly’s rules relating to 
debate in any speech made by him in support of the motion 
offered on behalf of the committee. 

 43:12 Number of Speeches on the Same Question per Member per Day.  
Unless the assembly has a special rule providing otherwise, no 
member can speak more than twice to the same question on  
the same day—except that in the case of an Appeal (24),  
only the presiding officer can speak twice (the second time at 
the close of the debate), all other members being limited to 
one speech. Merely asking a question or making a brief sug-
gestion is not counted as speaking in debate; nor is the making 

4. This rule reflects the traditional parliamentary principles. The House of Representa-
tives has a different rule which permits control of all time by a single member or the 
leaders of the opposing sides of the question. The House rule also prevents members 
to whom time has been yielded for debate from making motions. See form (f ) in 
15:19 and, especially, the form discussed in 59:82–83. 
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as in making the motion the member makes no comment on 
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and if that meeting is held on the same day, members who 
have already made two speeches on a question are not allowed 
to speak on it again without the assembly’s permission. But 
if the next meeting is held on another day, all members have 
their right to debate entirely renewed with reference to that 
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 43:13  Under this rule, each debatable motion is a separate ques-
tion with respect to members’ rights to debate it. Thus, if a 
series of debatable questions is pending and a member has, 
for example, spoken twice that day while the main motion is 
immediately pending, he has exhausted his right to debate the 
main motion; but, even on the same day, he can still speak 
twice on a motion to postpone the main question indefinitely, 
and twice on each amendment that may be moved, and so on. 
As noted under the rules for assigning the floor (42), however, 
a member cannot make a second speech on the same question 
the same day until every member who desires to speak on it has 
had an opportunity to do so once. If debate is closed before 
the member has an opportunity to make a second speech, none 
may be made. 

Modification of General Limits of Debate 
 43:14  The general rules limiting the length and number of speeches 

in debate that are stated above can be modified to serve the  
assembly’s needs as follows: 

 43:15 Adopting a Special Rule.  The rule allowing each member two 
speeches of ten minutes’ length per day on each debatable 

5. Thus a member who has exhausted the number of speeches permitted him on a main 
motion may still seek recognition to move its referral or amendment, for example. 
In such a case the chair grants limited recognition by saying, “The member has ex-
hausted his right to debate. For what purpose does he rise?” 
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 43:9  When a member’s time is exhausted, the chair rises and—if 
the member does not immediately conclude his remarks—calls 
his attention to the fact by an appropriate signal, or by inter-
rupting him if necessary. The chair may appoint timekeepers to 
provide assistance in fulfilling this responsibility. If it appears 
that a minute more will afford sufficient time for the member 
to conclude more gracefully, the chair can ask unanimous con-
sent to extend the member’s time for a short period, or any 
member can do so. 

 43:10  Rights in regard to debate are not transferable. Unless the 
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yield any unexpired portion of his time to another member, or 
reserve any portion of his time for a later time—that is, if a 
member yields the floor before speaking his full ten minutes, 
he is presumed to have waived his right to the remaining time.4 
If a speaker yields to another member for a question (Request 
for Information, 33:6–10), the time consumed by the question 
is charged to the speaker. 

 43:11  A committee chairman or reporting member is not consid-
ered to be debating when presenting or reading the committee’s 
report, but he is bound to obey the assembly’s rules relating to 
debate in any speech made by him in support of the motion 
offered on behalf of the committee. 

 43:12 Number of Speeches on the Same Question per Member per Day.  
Unless the assembly has a special rule providing otherwise, no 
member can speak more than twice to the same question on  
the same day—except that in the case of an Appeal (24),  
only the presiding officer can speak twice (the second time at 
the close of the debate), all other members being limited to 
one speech. Merely asking a question or making a brief sug-
gestion is not counted as speaking in debate; nor is the making 

4. This rule reflects the traditional parliamentary principles. The House of Representa-
tives has a different rule which permits control of all time by a single member or the 
leaders of the opposing sides of the question. The House rule also prevents members 
to whom time has been yielded for debate from making motions. See form (f ) in 
15:19 and, especially, the form discussed in 59:82–83. 
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of a secondary motion counted as speaking in debate,5 so long 
as in making the motion the member makes no comment on 
the then-pending question. It will be seen from this rule that if 
debate on a pending motion is continued at the next meeting, 
and if that meeting is held on the same day, members who 
have already made two speeches on a question are not allowed 
to speak on it again without the assembly’s permission. But 
if the next meeting is held on another day, all members have 
their right to debate entirely renewed with reference to that 
question. 

 43:13  Under this rule, each debatable motion is a separate ques-
tion with respect to members’ rights to debate it. Thus, if a 
series of debatable questions is pending and a member has, 
for example, spoken twice that day while the main motion is 
immediately pending, he has exhausted his right to debate the 
main motion; but, even on the same day, he can still speak 
twice on a motion to postpone the main question indefinitely, 
and twice on each amendment that may be moved, and so on. 
As noted under the rules for assigning the floor (42), however, 
a member cannot make a second speech on the same question 
the same day until every member who desires to speak on it has 
had an opportunity to do so once. If debate is closed before 
the member has an opportunity to make a second speech, none 
may be made. 

Modification of General Limits of Debate 
 43:14  The general rules limiting the length and number of speeches 

in debate that are stated above can be modified to serve the  
assembly’s needs as follows: 

 43:15 Adopting a Special Rule.  The rule allowing each member two 
speeches of ten minutes’ length per day on each debatable 

5. Thus a member who has exhausted the number of speeches permitted him on a main 
motion may still seek recognition to move its referral or amendment, for example. 
In such a case the chair grants limited recognition by saying, “The member has ex-
hausted his right to debate. For what purpose does he rise?” 
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question can be made either more restrictive or more liberal for 
all meetings of a society by adopting a special rule of order by 
a two-thirds vote after notice, or by a vote of a majority of the 
entire membership (2:14ff.; see also 10:44–51). An example of 
a more restrictive rule might be one setting a limit of not more 
than one speech of five minutes’ length on the same question 
on the same day for each member. 

 43:16 Changing the Limits for a Session.  An assembly at any session 
can change the limits of debate, for that session only, by means 
of a main motion adopted by a two-thirds vote without notice. 
In a convention—where the limits of debate generally need to 
be stricter than in a local society—such a modification is usu-
ally adopted in the form of a standing rule of the convention 
(59), requiring a two-thirds vote in such a case. 

 43:17 Changing the Limits for the Pending Question(s) Only.  While a 
debatable question is immediately pending, the allowed length 
or number of speeches can be reduced or increased, for that 
question only, by means of the subsidiary motion to Limit or 
Extend Limits of Debate (15), adopted by a two-thirds vote. 
This motion can also be used to close debate at a specified 
future time. If two thirds of those voting wish to close de-
bate immediately, they can do so by adopting the motion for 
the Previous Question (16). If a series of adhering debatable 
questions (10:35) is pending, either of these motions can also 
be applied to the entire series or any consecutive part of the 
series beginning with the immediately pending question. (For 
forms, see 15:19, 16:20, 59:82.) If it is desired to prevent any 
discussion of a subject—even by the introducer of the mo-
tion, who has the right to the floor first—the only way this 
can be done is to raise an Objection to the Consideration of  
the Question (26) before debate begins or any subsidiary mo-
tion (other than a motion to Lay on the Table) is stated. If 
the objection is sustained by a two-thirds vote, the question 
cannot be considered in any way at that time or during that  
session. 
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 43:18  On the other hand, if, in considering a particular question, 
it is desired to retain the usual limit on the length of speeches 
but remove restrictions on the total number of times members 
can speak, the assembly by a majority vote can resolve itself 
into a committee of the whole or into quasi committee of the 
whole, or it can consider the question informally (see 52:1). 
Speeches made under these procedures do not count against 
a member’s right to debate the same question if it is further 
considered by the assembly on the same day under the regular 
rules. If the question under consideration is composed of a 
number of sections or paragraphs—as in the case of bylaws, for 
example—the total number of speeches allowed each member 
can be greatly increased, but not made unlimited, by consid-
ering the document seriatim (28), in which case each mem-
ber can speak twice on each paragraph, section, or unit that is  
taken up as a separate part. 

Decorum in Debate 
 43:19  The following practices and customs observed by speakers 

and other members in an assembly assist the carrying on of 
debate in a smooth and orderly manner. Paragraphs 3:9–13 
under the head Pattern of Formality should be read in connec-
tion with this subject. 

 43:20 Confining Remarks to the Merits of the Pending Question.  In 
debate a member’s remarks must be germane to the question 
before the assembly—that is, his statements must have bear- 
ing on whether the immediately pending motion should be 
adopted (see also Principles Governing the Debatability of  
Motions, 43:35–40). 

 43:21 Refraining from Attacking a Member’s Motives.  When a question 
is pending, a member can condemn the nature or likely conse-
quences of the proposed measure in strong terms, but he must 
avoid personalities, and under no circumstances can he attack 
or question the motives of another member. The measure, not 
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question can be made either more restrictive or more liberal for 
all meetings of a society by adopting a special rule of order by 
a two-thirds vote after notice, or by a vote of a majority of the 
entire membership (2:14ff.; see also 10:44–51). An example of 
a more restrictive rule might be one setting a limit of not more 
than one speech of five minutes’ length on the same question 
on the same day for each member. 

 43:16 Changing the Limits for a Session.  An assembly at any session 
can change the limits of debate, for that session only, by means 
of a main motion adopted by a two-thirds vote without notice. 
In a convention—where the limits of debate generally need to 
be stricter than in a local society—such a modification is usu-
ally adopted in the form of a standing rule of the convention 
(59), requiring a two-thirds vote in such a case. 

 43:17 Changing the Limits for the Pending Question(s) Only.  While a 
debatable question is immediately pending, the allowed length 
or number of speeches can be reduced or increased, for that 
question only, by means of the subsidiary motion to Limit or 
Extend Limits of Debate (15), adopted by a two-thirds vote. 
This motion can also be used to close debate at a specified 
future time. If two thirds of those voting wish to close de-
bate immediately, they can do so by adopting the motion for 
the Previous Question (16). If a series of adhering debatable 
questions (10:35) is pending, either of these motions can also 
be applied to the entire series or any consecutive part of the 
series beginning with the immediately pending question. (For 
forms, see 15:19, 16:20, 59:82.) If it is desired to prevent any 
discussion of a subject—even by the introducer of the mo-
tion, who has the right to the floor first—the only way this 
can be done is to raise an Objection to the Consideration of  
the Question (26) before debate begins or any subsidiary mo-
tion (other than a motion to Lay on the Table) is stated. If 
the objection is sustained by a two-thirds vote, the question 
cannot be considered in any way at that time or during that  
session. 
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 43:18  On the other hand, if, in considering a particular question, 
it is desired to retain the usual limit on the length of speeches 
but remove restrictions on the total number of times members 
can speak, the assembly by a majority vote can resolve itself 
into a committee of the whole or into quasi committee of the 
whole, or it can consider the question informally (see 52:1). 
Speeches made under these procedures do not count against 
a member’s right to debate the same question if it is further 
considered by the assembly on the same day under the regular 
rules. If the question under consideration is composed of a 
number of sections or paragraphs—as in the case of bylaws, for 
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can be greatly increased, but not made unlimited, by consid-
ering the document seriatim (28), in which case each mem-
ber can speak twice on each paragraph, section, or unit that is  
taken up as a separate part. 
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 43:19  The following practices and customs observed by speakers 

and other members in an assembly assist the carrying on of 
debate in a smooth and orderly manner. Paragraphs 3:9–13 
under the head Pattern of Formality should be read in connec-
tion with this subject. 

 43:20 Confining Remarks to the Merits of the Pending Question.  In 
debate a member’s remarks must be germane to the question 
before the assembly—that is, his statements must have bear- 
ing on whether the immediately pending motion should be 
adopted (see also Principles Governing the Debatability of  
Motions, 43:35–40). 

 43:21 Refraining from Attacking a Member’s Motives.  When a question 
is pending, a member can condemn the nature or likely conse-
quences of the proposed measure in strong terms, but he must 
avoid personalities, and under no circumstances can he attack 
or question the motives of another member. The measure, not 
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question can be made either more restrictive or more liberal for 
all meetings of a society by adopting a special rule of order by 
a two-thirds vote after notice, or by a vote of a majority of the 
entire membership (2:14ff.; see also 10:44–51). An example of 
a more restrictive rule might be one setting a limit of not more 
than one speech of five minutes’ length on the same question 
on the same day for each member. 

 43:16 Changing the Limits for a Session.  An assembly at any session 
can change the limits of debate, for that session only, by means 
of a main motion adopted by a two-thirds vote without notice. 
In a convention—where the limits of debate generally need to 
be stricter than in a local society—such a modification is usu-
ally adopted in the form of a standing rule of the convention 
(59), requiring a two-thirds vote in such a case. 

 43:17 Changing the Limits for the Pending Question(s) Only.  While a 
debatable question is immediately pending, the allowed length 
or number of speeches can be reduced or increased, for that 
question only, by means of the subsidiary motion to Limit or 
Extend Limits of Debate (15), adopted by a two-thirds vote. 
This motion can also be used to close debate at a specified 
future time. If two thirds of those voting wish to close de-
bate immediately, they can do so by adopting the motion for 
the Previous Question (16). If a series of adhering debatable 
questions (10:35) is pending, either of these motions can also 
be applied to the entire series or any consecutive part of the 
series beginning with the immediately pending question. (For 
forms, see 15:19, 16:20, 59:82.) If it is desired to prevent any 
discussion of a subject—even by the introducer of the mo-
tion, who has the right to the floor first—the only way this 
can be done is to raise an Objection to the Consideration of  
the Question (26) before debate begins or any subsidiary mo-
tion (other than a motion to Lay on the Table) is stated. If 
the objection is sustained by a two-thirds vote, the question 
cannot be considered in any way at that time or during that  
session. 
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 43:18  On the other hand, if, in considering a particular question, 
it is desired to retain the usual limit on the length of speeches 
but remove restrictions on the total number of times members 
can speak, the assembly by a majority vote can resolve itself 
into a committee of the whole or into quasi committee of the 
whole, or it can consider the question informally (see 52:1). 
Speeches made under these procedures do not count against 
a member’s right to debate the same question if it is further 
considered by the assembly on the same day under the regular 
rules. If the question under consideration is composed of a 
number of sections or paragraphs—as in the case of bylaws, for 
example—the total number of speeches allowed each member 
can be greatly increased, but not made unlimited, by consid-
ering the document seriatim (28), in which case each mem-
ber can speak twice on each paragraph, section, or unit that is  
taken up as a separate part. 
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and other members in an assembly assist the carrying on of 
debate in a smooth and orderly manner. Paragraphs 3:9–13 
under the head Pattern of Formality should be read in connec-
tion with this subject. 

 43:20 Confining Remarks to the Merits of the Pending Question.  In 
debate a member’s remarks must be germane to the question 
before the assembly—that is, his statements must have bear- 
ing on whether the immediately pending motion should be 
adopted (see also Principles Governing the Debatability of  
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is pending, a member can condemn the nature or likely conse-
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question can be made either more restrictive or more liberal for 
all meetings of a society by adopting a special rule of order by 
a two-thirds vote after notice, or by a vote of a majority of the 
entire membership (2:14ff.; see also 10:44–51). An example of 
a more restrictive rule might be one setting a limit of not more 
than one speech of five minutes’ length on the same question 
on the same day for each member. 
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of a main motion adopted by a two-thirds vote without notice. 
In a convention—where the limits of debate generally need to 
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question only, by means of the subsidiary motion to Limit or 
Extend Limits of Debate (15), adopted by a two-thirds vote. 
This motion can also be used to close debate at a specified 
future time. If two thirds of those voting wish to close de-
bate immediately, they can do so by adopting the motion for 
the Previous Question (16). If a series of adhering debatable 
questions (10:35) is pending, either of these motions can also 
be applied to the entire series or any consecutive part of the 
series beginning with the immediately pending question. (For 
forms, see 15:19, 16:20, 59:82.) If it is desired to prevent any 
discussion of a subject—even by the introducer of the mo-
tion, who has the right to the floor first—the only way this 
can be done is to raise an Objection to the Consideration of  
the Question (26) before debate begins or any subsidiary mo-
tion (other than a motion to Lay on the Table) is stated. If 
the objection is sustained by a two-thirds vote, the question 
cannot be considered in any way at that time or during that  
session. 
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can be greatly increased, but not made unlimited, by consid-
ering the document seriatim (28), in which case each mem-
ber can speak twice on each paragraph, section, or unit that is  
taken up as a separate part. 
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before the assembly—that is, his statements must have bear- 
ing on whether the immediately pending motion should be 
adopted (see also Principles Governing the Debatability of  
Motions, 43:35–40). 

 43:21 Refraining from Attacking a Member’s Motives.  When a question 
is pending, a member can condemn the nature or likely conse-
quences of the proposed measure in strong terms, but he must 
avoid personalities, and under no circumstances can he attack 
or question the motives of another member. The measure, not 
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question can be made either more restrictive or more liberal for 
all meetings of a society by adopting a special rule of order by 
a two-thirds vote after notice, or by a vote of a majority of the 
entire membership (2:14ff.; see also 10:44–51). An example of 
a more restrictive rule might be one setting a limit of not more 
than one speech of five minutes’ length on the same question 
on the same day for each member. 

 43:16 Changing the Limits for a Session.  An assembly at any session 
can change the limits of debate, for that session only, by means 
of a main motion adopted by a two-thirds vote without notice. 
In a convention—where the limits of debate generally need to 
be stricter than in a local society—such a modification is usu-
ally adopted in the form of a standing rule of the convention 
(59), requiring a two-thirds vote in such a case. 

 43:17 Changing the Limits for the Pending Question(s) Only.  While a 
debatable question is immediately pending, the allowed length 
or number of speeches can be reduced or increased, for that 
question only, by means of the subsidiary motion to Limit or 
Extend Limits of Debate (15), adopted by a two-thirds vote. 
This motion can also be used to close debate at a specified 
future time. If two thirds of those voting wish to close de-
bate immediately, they can do so by adopting the motion for 
the Previous Question (16). If a series of adhering debatable 
questions (10:35) is pending, either of these motions can also 
be applied to the entire series or any consecutive part of the 
series beginning with the immediately pending question. (For 
forms, see 15:19, 16:20, 59:82.) If it is desired to prevent any 
discussion of a subject—even by the introducer of the mo-
tion, who has the right to the floor first—the only way this 
can be done is to raise an Objection to the Consideration of  
the Question (26) before debate begins or any subsidiary mo-
tion (other than a motion to Lay on the Table) is stated. If 
the objection is sustained by a two-thirds vote, the question 
cannot be considered in any way at that time or during that  
session. 
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 43:18  On the other hand, if, in considering a particular question, 
it is desired to retain the usual limit on the length of speeches 
but remove restrictions on the total number of times members 
can speak, the assembly by a majority vote can resolve itself 
into a committee of the whole or into quasi committee of the 
whole, or it can consider the question informally (see 52:1). 
Speeches made under these procedures do not count against 
a member’s right to debate the same question if it is further 
considered by the assembly on the same day under the regular 
rules. If the question under consideration is composed of a 
number of sections or paragraphs—as in the case of bylaws, for 
example—the total number of speeches allowed each member 
can be greatly increased, but not made unlimited, by consid-
ering the document seriatim (28), in which case each mem-
ber can speak twice on each paragraph, section, or unit that is  
taken up as a separate part. 

Decorum in Debate 
 43:19  The following practices and customs observed by speakers 

and other members in an assembly assist the carrying on of 
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debate a member’s remarks must be germane to the question 
before the assembly—that is, his statements must have bear- 
ing on whether the immediately pending motion should be 
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 43:21 Refraining from Attacking a Member’s Motives.  When a question 
is pending, a member can condemn the nature or likely conse-
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or question the motives of another member. The measure, not 
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is pending, a member can condemn the nature or likely conse-
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or question the motives of another member. The measure, not 
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lowed to speak against his own motion. He need not speak at 
all, but if he does he is obliged to take a favorable position. If 
he changes his mind while the motion he made is pending, he 
can, in effect, advise the assembly of this by asking permission 
to withdraw the motion (33:11–18). 

 43:26 Reading from Reports, Quotations, etc., Only Without Objection 
or With Permission.  If any member objects, a member has no 
right to read from—or to have the secretary read from—any 
paper or book as part of his speech, without permission of the 
assembly. Members are usually permitted to read short, perti-
nent, printed extracts in debate, however, so long as they do 
not abuse the privilege (see also 33:20–21). 

 43:27 Being Seated During an Interruption by the Chair.  If at any time 
the presiding officer rises to make a ruling, give information, 
or otherwise speak within his privilege, any member who is 
speaking should be seated (or should step back slightly if he 
is standing at a microphone some distance from a seat) until 
the presiding officer has finished. At that time the member can 
resume his speech, unless he is denied the right as a disciplinary 
measure. (Questions of discipline arising from disorderly de-
bate by members are treated in 61.) 

 43:28 Refraining from Disturbing the Assembly.  During debate, dur- 
ing remarks by the presiding officer to the assembly, and during 
voting, no member should be permitted to disturb the assem-
bly by whispering, walking across the floor, or in any other way. 
The key words here are disturb the assembly. This rule does 
not mean, therefore, that members can never whisper, or walk  
from one place to another in the hall during the deliberations 
of the assembly. At large meetings it would be impossible to  
enforce such a rule. However, the presiding officer should 
watch that such activity does not disturb the meeting or hamper 
the transaction of business. 
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the member, is the subject of debate. If a member disagrees 
with a statement by another in regard to an event that both 
witnessed, he cannot state in debate that the other’s statement 
“is false.” But he might say, “I believe there is strong evidence 
that the member is mistaken.” The moment the chair hears 
such words as “fraud,” “liar,” or “lie” used about a member in 
debate, he must act immediately and decisively to correct the 
matter and prevent its repetition (see 61). 

 43:22 Addressing All Remarks Through the Chair.  Members of an as-
sembly cannot address one another directly, but must address all  
remarks through the chair. If, while a member is speaking in 
debate, another member wishes to address a question to him—
which the person speaking can permit or not as he chooses,  
but which is taken out of his time if he does—the member 
desiring to ask the question rises and addresses the chair, pro-
ceeding as explained under Request for Information (33:6–10). 

 43:23 Avoiding the Use of Members’ Names.  As much as possible, the 
use of names of members should be avoided in debate. It is 
better to describe a member in some other way, as by saying, 
“the member who spoke last,” or, “the delegate from Mason  
County.” The officers of the society should always be referred 
to by their official titles. There is no need, however, to refer to 
oneself in debate in the third person as by the use of such ex-
pressions as “this member.” A member’s debate is expected and 
intended to be partial, and the first person is quite acceptable. 

 43:24 Refraining from Speaking Adversely on a Prior Action Not  
Pending.  In debate, a member cannot reflect adversely on any 
prior act of the society that is not then pending, unless a mo-
tion to reconsider, rescind, or amend it is pending, or unless 
he intends to conclude his remarks by making or giving notice 
of one of these motions. 

 43:25 Refraining from Speaking Against One’s Own Motion.  In debate, 
the maker of a motion, while he can vote against it, is not al-
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lowed to speak against his own motion. He need not speak at 
all, but if he does he is obliged to take a favorable position. If 
he changes his mind while the motion he made is pending, he 
can, in effect, advise the assembly of this by asking permission 
to withdraw the motion (33:11–18). 

 43:26 Reading from Reports, Quotations, etc., Only Without Objection 
or With Permission.  If any member objects, a member has no 
right to read from—or to have the secretary read from—any 
paper or book as part of his speech, without permission of the 
assembly. Members are usually permitted to read short, perti-
nent, printed extracts in debate, however, so long as they do 
not abuse the privilege (see also 33:20–21). 

 43:27 Being Seated During an Interruption by the Chair.  If at any time 
the presiding officer rises to make a ruling, give information, 
or otherwise speak within his privilege, any member who is 
speaking should be seated (or should step back slightly if he 
is standing at a microphone some distance from a seat) until 
the presiding officer has finished. At that time the member can 
resume his speech, unless he is denied the right as a disciplinary 
measure. (Questions of discipline arising from disorderly de-
bate by members are treated in 61.) 

 43:28 Refraining from Disturbing the Assembly.  During debate, dur- 
ing remarks by the presiding officer to the assembly, and during 
voting, no member should be permitted to disturb the assem-
bly by whispering, walking across the floor, or in any other way. 
The key words here are disturb the assembly. This rule does 
not mean, therefore, that members can never whisper, or walk  
from one place to another in the hall during the deliberations 
of the assembly. At large meetings it would be impossible to  
enforce such a rule. However, the presiding officer should 
watch that such activity does not disturb the meeting or hamper 
the transaction of business. 
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which the person speaking can permit or not as he chooses,  
but which is taken out of his time if he does—the member 
desiring to ask the question rises and addresses the chair, pro-
ceeding as explained under Request for Information (33:6–10). 

 43:23 Avoiding the Use of Members’ Names.  As much as possible, the 
use of names of members should be avoided in debate. It is 
better to describe a member in some other way, as by saying, 
“the member who spoke last,” or, “the delegate from Mason  
County.” The officers of the society should always be referred 
to by their official titles. There is no need, however, to refer to 
oneself in debate in the third person as by the use of such ex-
pressions as “this member.” A member’s debate is expected and 
intended to be partial, and the first person is quite acceptable. 

 43:24 Refraining from Speaking Adversely on a Prior Action Not  
Pending.  In debate, a member cannot reflect adversely on any 
prior act of the society that is not then pending, unless a mo-
tion to reconsider, rescind, or amend it is pending, or unless 
he intends to conclude his remarks by making or giving notice 
of one of these motions. 

 43:25 Refraining from Speaking Against One’s Own Motion.  In debate, 
the maker of a motion, while he can vote against it, is not al-
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lowed to speak against his own motion. He need not speak at 
all, but if he does he is obliged to take a favorable position. If 
he changes his mind while the motion he made is pending, he 
can, in effect, advise the assembly of this by asking permission 
to withdraw the motion (33:11–18). 

 43:26 Reading from Reports, Quotations, etc., Only Without Objection 
or With Permission.  If any member objects, a member has no 
right to read from—or to have the secretary read from—any 
paper or book as part of his speech, without permission of the 
assembly. Members are usually permitted to read short, perti-
nent, printed extracts in debate, however, so long as they do 
not abuse the privilege (see also 33:20–21). 

 43:27 Being Seated During an Interruption by the Chair.  If at any time 
the presiding officer rises to make a ruling, give information, 
or otherwise speak within his privilege, any member who is 
speaking should be seated (or should step back slightly if he 
is standing at a microphone some distance from a seat) until 
the presiding officer has finished. At that time the member can 
resume his speech, unless he is denied the right as a disciplinary 
measure. (Questions of discipline arising from disorderly de-
bate by members are treated in 61.) 

 43:28 Refraining from Disturbing the Assembly.  During debate, dur- 
ing remarks by the presiding officer to the assembly, and during 
voting, no member should be permitted to disturb the assem-
bly by whispering, walking across the floor, or in any other way. 
The key words here are disturb the assembly. This rule does 
not mean, therefore, that members can never whisper, or walk  
from one place to another in the hall during the deliberations 
of the assembly. At large meetings it would be impossible to  
enforce such a rule. However, the presiding officer should 
watch that such activity does not disturb the meeting or hamper 
the transaction of business. 
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the member, is the subject of debate. If a member disagrees 
with a statement by another in regard to an event that both 
witnessed, he cannot state in debate that the other’s statement 
“is false.” But he might say, “I believe there is strong evidence 
that the member is mistaken.” The moment the chair hears 
such words as “fraud,” “liar,” or “lie” used about a member in 
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matter and prevent its repetition (see 61). 
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debate, another member wishes to address a question to him—
which the person speaking can permit or not as he chooses,  
but which is taken out of his time if he does—the member 
desiring to ask the question rises and addresses the chair, pro-
ceeding as explained under Request for Information (33:6–10). 

 43:23 Avoiding the Use of Members’ Names.  As much as possible, the 
use of names of members should be avoided in debate. It is 
better to describe a member in some other way, as by saying, 
“the member who spoke last,” or, “the delegate from Mason  
County.” The officers of the society should always be referred 
to by their official titles. There is no need, however, to refer to 
oneself in debate in the third person as by the use of such ex-
pressions as “this member.” A member’s debate is expected and 
intended to be partial, and the first person is quite acceptable. 

 43:24 Refraining from Speaking Adversely on a Prior Action Not  
Pending.  In debate, a member cannot reflect adversely on any 
prior act of the society that is not then pending, unless a mo-
tion to reconsider, rescind, or amend it is pending, or unless 
he intends to conclude his remarks by making or giving notice 
of one of these motions. 
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lowed to speak against his own motion. He need not speak at 
all, but if he does he is obliged to take a favorable position. If 
he changes his mind while the motion he made is pending, he 
can, in effect, advise the assembly of this by asking permission 
to withdraw the motion (33:11–18). 

 43:26 Reading from Reports, Quotations, etc., Only Without Objection 
or With Permission.  If any member objects, a member has no 
right to read from—or to have the secretary read from—any 
paper or book as part of his speech, without permission of the 
assembly. Members are usually permitted to read short, perti-
nent, printed extracts in debate, however, so long as they do 
not abuse the privilege (see also 33:20–21). 

 43:27 Being Seated During an Interruption by the Chair.  If at any time 
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speaking should be seated (or should step back slightly if he 
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resume his speech, unless he is denied the right as a disciplinary 
measure. (Questions of discipline arising from disorderly de-
bate by members are treated in 61.) 

 43:28 Refraining from Disturbing the Assembly.  During debate, dur- 
ing remarks by the presiding officer to the assembly, and during 
voting, no member should be permitted to disturb the assem-
bly by whispering, walking across the floor, or in any other way. 
The key words here are disturb the assembly. This rule does 
not mean, therefore, that members can never whisper, or walk  
from one place to another in the hall during the deliberations 
of the assembly. At large meetings it would be impossible to  
enforce such a rule. However, the presiding officer should 
watch that such activity does not disturb the meeting or hamper 
the transaction of business. 
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better to describe a member in some other way, as by saying, 
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County.” The officers of the society should always be referred 
to by their official titles. There is no need, however, to refer to 
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prior act of the society that is not then pending, unless a mo-
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of one of these motions. 
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the maker of a motion, while he can vote against it, is not al-
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lowed to speak against his own motion. He need not speak at 
all, but if he does he is obliged to take a favorable position. If 
he changes his mind while the motion he made is pending, he 
can, in effect, advise the assembly of this by asking permission 
to withdraw the motion (33:11–18). 
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or With Permission.  If any member objects, a member has no 
right to read from—or to have the secretary read from—any 
paper or book as part of his speech, without permission of the 
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ing remarks by the presiding officer to the assembly, and during 
voting, no member should be permitted to disturb the assem-
bly by whispering, walking across the floor, or in any other way. 
The key words here are disturb the assembly. This rule does 
not mean, therefore, that members can never whisper, or walk  
from one place to another in the hall during the deliberations 
of the assembly. At large meetings it would be impossible to  
enforce such a rule. However, the presiding officer should 
watch that such activity does not disturb the meeting or hamper 
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lowed to speak against his own motion. He need not speak at 
all, but if he does he is obliged to take a favorable position. If 
he changes his mind while the motion he made is pending, he 
can, in effect, advise the assembly of this by asking permission 
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The key words here are disturb the assembly. This rule does 
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that the member is mistaken.” The moment the chair hears 
such words as “fraud,” “liar,” or “lie” used about a member in 
debate, he must act immediately and decisively to correct the 
matter and prevent its repetition (see 61). 

 43:22 Addressing All Remarks Through the Chair.  Members of an as-
sembly cannot address one another directly, but must address all  
remarks through the chair. If, while a member is speaking in 
debate, another member wishes to address a question to him—
which the person speaking can permit or not as he chooses,  
but which is taken out of his time if he does—the member 
desiring to ask the question rises and addresses the chair, pro-
ceeding as explained under Request for Information (33:6–10). 

 43:23 Avoiding the Use of Members’ Names.  As much as possible, the 
use of names of members should be avoided in debate. It is 
better to describe a member in some other way, as by saying, 
“the member who spoke last,” or, “the delegate from Mason  
County.” The officers of the society should always be referred 
to by their official titles. There is no need, however, to refer to 
oneself in debate in the third person as by the use of such ex-
pressions as “this member.” A member’s debate is expected and 
intended to be partial, and the first person is quite acceptable. 

 43:24 Refraining from Speaking Adversely on a Prior Action Not  
Pending.  In debate, a member cannot reflect adversely on any 
prior act of the society that is not then pending, unless a mo-
tion to reconsider, rescind, or amend it is pending, or unless 
he intends to conclude his remarks by making or giving notice 
of one of these motions. 

 43:25 Refraining from Speaking Against One’s Own Motion.  In debate, 
the maker of a motion, while he can vote against it, is not al-
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lowed to speak against his own motion. He need not speak at 
all, but if he does he is obliged to take a favorable position. If 
he changes his mind while the motion he made is pending, he 
can, in effect, advise the assembly of this by asking permission 
to withdraw the motion (33:11–18). 

 43:26 Reading from Reports, Quotations, etc., Only Without Objection 
or With Permission.  If any member objects, a member has no 
right to read from—or to have the secretary read from—any 
paper or book as part of his speech, without permission of the 
assembly. Members are usually permitted to read short, perti-
nent, printed extracts in debate, however, so long as they do 
not abuse the privilege (see also 33:20–21). 

 43:27 Being Seated During an Interruption by the Chair.  If at any time 
the presiding officer rises to make a ruling, give information, 
or otherwise speak within his privilege, any member who is 
speaking should be seated (or should step back slightly if he 
is standing at a microphone some distance from a seat) until 
the presiding officer has finished. At that time the member can 
resume his speech, unless he is denied the right as a disciplinary 
measure. (Questions of discipline arising from disorderly de-
bate by members are treated in 61.) 

 43:28 Refraining from Disturbing the Assembly.  During debate, dur- 
ing remarks by the presiding officer to the assembly, and during 
voting, no member should be permitted to disturb the assem-
bly by whispering, walking across the floor, or in any other way. 
The key words here are disturb the assembly. This rule does 
not mean, therefore, that members can never whisper, or walk  
from one place to another in the hall during the deliberations 
of the assembly. At large meetings it would be impossible to  
enforce such a rule. However, the presiding officer should 
watch that such activity does not disturb the meeting or hamper 
the transaction of business. 
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Sections of Motions

In sections 10 through 37 of Robert’s Rules 
of Order Newly Revised 12th Edition, each 
section covers a specific motion.  



Sections of Motions
Main Motion: 

Section 10: Main Motion 

Subsidiary Motions: 

Section 11: Postpone Indefinitely 
Section 12: Amend 
Section 13: Commit or Refer 
Section 14: Postpone to a Certain Time (or Definitely) 
Section 15: Limit or Extend Limits of Debate 
Section 16: Previous Question 
Section 17: Lay on the Table



Sections of Motions
Privileged Motions: 

Section 18: Call for the Orders of the Day  
Section 19: Raise a Question of Privilege 
Section 20: Recess 
Section 21: Adjourn 
Section 22: Fix the Time to which to Adjourn 



Sections of Motions
Incidental Motions: 

Section 23: Point of Order 
Section 24: Appeal 
Section 25: Suspend the Rules 
Section 26: Objection to the Consideration of a Question  
Section 27: Division of a Question 
Section 28: Consideration by Paragraph or Seriatim 
Section 29: Division of the Assembly 
Section 30: Motions Relating to Methods of Voting and the Polls 
Section 31: Motions Relating to Nominations 
Section 32: Request to be Excused from a Duty 
Section 33: Requests and Inquiries 



Sections of Motions
Motions that Bring a Question Again Before the Assembly: 

Section 34: Take from the Table 
Section 35: Rescind/Amend Something Previously Adopted 
Section 36: Discharge a Committee 
Section 37: Reconsider  



Standard Descriptive 
Characteristics

1. Precedence 
2. Application 
3. In order when another has the floor 
4. Requires a Second 
5. Debatable 
6. Amendable 
7. Vote Requirement 
8. Reconsider 
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Find it in the Book
A list of Standard Descriptive Characteristics can be found in 
each section of RONR, from section 10 through section 37.    



Find it in the Book
A list of Standard Descriptive Characteristics can be found in 
each section of RONR, from section 10 through section 37.    

The list of Standard Descriptive Characteristics is located within 
the first few paragraphs of the section.  



Find it in the Book
Is the motion to Fix the Time to Which to Adjourn debatable? 
 
a. Yes 
b. No 



Sections of Motions
Privileged Motions: 

Section 18: Call for the Orders of the Day  
Section 19: Raise a Question of Privilege 
Section 20: Recess 
Section 21: Adjourn 
Section 22: Fix the Time to which to Adjourn 



Sections of Motions
Privileged Motions: 

Section 18: Call for the Orders of the Day  
Section 19: Raise a Question of Privilege 
Section 20: Recess 
Section 21: Adjourn 
Section 22: Fix the Time to which to Adjourn 
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main motions. If feasible, any desired motion to fix the time 
to which to adjourn should be made while no other question 
is pending. But situations may arise in which immediate estab-
lishment of the time for an adjourned meeting is important, 
yet there is no opportunity to make a main motion. The priv-
ileged motion to Fix the Time to Which to Adjourn can then  
be used. 

 22:5  The following eight characteristics apply only to the privi-
leged motion to Fix the Time to Which to Adjourn. 

Standard Descriptive Characteristics 
 22:6  The privileged motion to Fix the Time to Which to Adjourn: 

1. Takes precedence over all other motions. It yields to mo-
tions to Amend or for the Previous Question that are applied 
to it and yields to any applicable incidental motions that 
may arise and that must be disposed of before the motion to 
Fix the Time to Which to Adjourn is voted on. The privileged 
motion to Fix the Time to Which to Adjourn can be moved 
even after the assembly has voted to adjourn, provided that 
the chair has not yet declared the assembly adjourned. 

2. Is not applied to any motion. Motions to Amend can be ap-
plied to it. The Previous Question can also be moved on it to 
prevent amendments, although this seldom serves a useful 
purpose. 

3. Is out of order when another has the floor. 
4. Must be seconded. 
5. Is not debatable. (But see 43:31–32 regarding allowable 

explanation of an undebatable motion, as in the example 
beginning 22:14.) 

6. Is amendable as to the date, hour, or place; such amend-
ments are undebatable. 

7. Requires a majority vote. 
8. Can be reconsidered. 

21:19  ROBERT’S RULES OF ORDER NEWLY REVISED 228

member is seeking the floor, as described in 21:12). If the mo-
tion is lost, the chair, after announcing the result, immediately 
restates the resolution that was pending when the motion to 
Adjourn was made. 

 21:19  After the pending resolution has been disposed of, or if 
there has been sufficient debate to show that the assembly now 
wishes to adjourn, a new motion to adjourn is in order. If such 
a motion is made and seconded and there is no other business, 
the chair, if he senses a general desire to adjourn, can suggest 
unanimous consent (4:58–63), as follows: 

CHAIR: If there is no objection, the meeting will now adjourn. 
[Pause.] Since there is no objection, the meeting is adjourned. 

 21:20  The adjournment may be signaled by a single rap of the 
gavel, if desired. 

§22. FIX THE TIME TO WHICH TO ADJOURN 
 22:1  The object of the motion to Fix the Time to Which to  

Adjourn (also referred to as the motion to “fix the time for 
an adjourned meeting”) is to set the time, and sometimes the 
place, for another meeting to continue business of the session, 
with no effect on when the present meeting will adjourn. 

 22:2  A motion to Fix the Time to Which to Adjourn is in order 
only if at the time it is offered there is no meeting scheduled 
for later within the same session. If there is such a meeting, 
additional meetings within the same session may be set by a 
motion either to Suspend the Rules (25) or to Amend Some-
thing Previously Adopted (35), namely, the previously adopted 
agenda or program for the session. 

 22:3  A motion to fix the time to which to adjourn is privileged 
only when it is made while a question is pending. 

 22:4  If a motion to fix the time to which to adjourn is made in 
any assembly when no question is pending, it is in order and 
is debatable and subject to all of the other rules applicable to 
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Section 12: Amend 
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c. It depends on the motion being amended 
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“Requires a majority vote, regardless of the vote required to 
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RONR (12th ed.) 12:7(7)
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I.  CHART FOR DETERMINING WHEN EACH SUBSIDIARY  
OR PRIVILEGED MOTION IS IN ORDER (cont.)

Order of Precedence of Motions
Other Conditions Affecting Admissibility

MOTION DIRECTLY TO LEFT ON FACING PAGE IS OUT OF ORDER WHEN:

P 
R 
I 
V 
I 
L 
E 
G 
E 
D

{ Fix the Time to Which to 
Adjourn (when privileged  
as explained in 22:4) }Adjourn (when privileged  
as explained in 21:1–4) U 

N 
D 
E 
B 
A 
T 
A 
B 
L 
E

Recess (when moved while 
a question is pending)

Raise a Question of Privilege

Call for the Orders of the Day •  a motion to Suspend the Rules relating to priority of business is pending

S 
U 
B 
S 
I 
D 
I 
A 
R 
Y {

Lay on the Table •  a Point of Order, undebatable Appeal, or one of the five Requests and Inquiries—
not adhering to main question—is pending

Previous Question
(immediately to close debate  
and making of subsidiary motions 
except Lay on the Table)

•  a motion which cannot be debated or amended is immediately pending

Limit or Extend Limits  
of Debate

•  any undebatable question is immediately pending; also when motion(s) under an 
order for the Previous Question remain to be voted on

Postpone to a Certain Time  
(or Postpone Definitely) } D 

E 
B 
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T 
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B 
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•  any undebatable question except Division of a Question or Consider by Paragraph 
or Seriatim is immediately pending; also when motion(s) under an order for the 
Previous Question remain to be voted on

Commit (or Refer)
•  a motion to Reconsider is pending, or any undebatable question except Division 

of a Question or Consider by Paragraph or Seriatim is immediately pending; also 
when motion(s) under an order for the Previous Question remain to be voted on

Amend
•  the application would be to the main question, and any motion except Postpone 

Indefinitely is pending; also, in any application, when motion(s) under an order for 
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Postpone Indefinitely •   any motion except the main question is pending; also when the Previous Question 
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MAIN MOTION •  any motion is pending

Tinted Page 4
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II. TABLE OF RULES RELATING TO MOTIONS 
  (For forms used in making motions, see Table III.)

MOTION CLASS1

IN ORDER  
WHEN ANOTHER  
HAS THE FLOOR

MUST BE  
SECONDED2 DEBATABLE AMENDABLE

VOTE REQUIRED  
FOR ADOPTION

CAN BE 
RECONSIDERED

 1. Main motion or question 
(10) M No Yes Yes Yes Majority, except as 

explained in 10:8(7) Yes 

 2. Adjourn, ordinary case in 
societies (21) P No Yes No No Majority No 

 3. Adjourn at or to a future 
time, or in advance of a 
time already set, or when 
the assembly will thereby 
be dissolved (8, 10, 21) 

M No Yes Yes Yes Majority No 

 4. Adopt, accept, or agree 
to a report (10, 51) M No Yes Yes Yes Majority Yes 

 5. Adopt bylaws or constitu-
tion, initially in forming a 
society (10, 54, 56) 

M No Yes3 Yes Yes Majority Negative vote  
only 

 6. Adopt revised bylaws or 
constitution (35, 56, 57) M/B No Yes3 Yes Yes 

As provided in 
existing bylaws.  
(In absence of such 
provision, same as in 
next line) 

Negative vote  
only 

 7. Adopt special rules of 
order (2:14ff.; 10) M No Yes Yes Yes 

(a) Previous notice 
and two-thirds; or 
(b) majority of entire 
membership 

Negative vote  
only 

 8. Adopt ordinary standing 
rules (2:23; 10) M No Yes Yes Yes Majority Yes 

 9. Adopt parliamentary 
standing rules in a con-
vention (10; 59:27ff.) 

M No Yes3 Yes Yes Two-thirds Negative vote  
only 

 1. Key to classification symbols: M—main motions; S—subsidiary motions; P—privileged 
motions; I—incidental motions; B—motions that bring a question again before the 
assembly; M/B—incidental main motions classed with motions that bring a question 
again before the assembly (see 6:25ff.).

 2. Motions listed as requiring a second do not need to be seconded when made by direc-
tion of a board or committee.

 3. In practice, motion is usually made by the reporting member of a committee, in which 
case it does not require a second.
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societies (21) P No Yes No No Majority No 

 3. Adjourn at or to a future 
time, or in advance of a 
time already set, or when 
the assembly will thereby 
be dissolved (8, 10, 21) 

M No Yes Yes Yes Majority No 

 4. Adopt, accept, or agree 
to a report (10, 51) M No Yes Yes Yes Majority Yes 

 5. Adopt bylaws or constitu-
tion, initially in forming a 
society (10, 54, 56) 

M No Yes3 Yes Yes Majority Negative vote  
only 

 6. Adopt revised bylaws or 
constitution (35, 56, 57) M/B No Yes3 Yes Yes 

As provided in 
existing bylaws.  
(In absence of such 
provision, same as in 
next line) 

Negative vote  
only 

 7. Adopt special rules of 
order (2:14ff.; 10) M No Yes Yes Yes 

(a) Previous notice 
and two-thirds; or 
(b) majority of entire 
membership 

Negative vote  
only 

 8. Adopt ordinary standing 
rules (2:23; 10) M No Yes Yes Yes Majority Yes 

 9. Adopt parliamentary 
standing rules in a con-
vention (10; 59:27ff.) 

M No Yes3 Yes Yes Two-thirds Negative vote  
only 

 1. Key to classification symbols: M—main motions; S—subsidiary motions; P—privileged 
motions; I—incidental motions; B—motions that bring a question again before the 
assembly; M/B—incidental main motions classed with motions that bring a question 
again before the assembly (see 6:25ff.).

 2. Motions listed as requiring a second do not need to be seconded when made by direc-
tion of a board or committee.

 3. In practice, motion is usually made by the reporting member of a committee, in which 
case it does not require a second.
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 3. Adjourn at or to a future 
time, or in advance of a 
time already set, or when 
the assembly will thereby 
be dissolved (8, 10, 21) 

M No Yes Yes Yes Majority No 

 4. Adopt, accept, or agree 
to a report (10, 51) M No Yes Yes Yes Majority Yes 

 5. Adopt bylaws or constitu-
tion, initially in forming a 
society (10, 54, 56) 

M No Yes3 Yes Yes Majority Negative vote  
only 

 6. Adopt revised bylaws or 
constitution (35, 56, 57) M/B No Yes3 Yes Yes 

As provided in 
existing bylaws.  
(In absence of such 
provision, same as in 
next line) 

Negative vote  
only 

 7. Adopt special rules of 
order (2:14ff.; 10) M No Yes Yes Yes 

(a) Previous notice 
and two-thirds; or 
(b) majority of entire 
membership 

Negative vote  
only 

 8. Adopt ordinary standing 
rules (2:23; 10) M No Yes Yes Yes Majority Yes 

 9. Adopt parliamentary 
standing rules in a con-
vention (10; 59:27ff.) 

M No Yes3 Yes Yes Two-thirds Negative vote  
only 

 1. Key to classification symbols: M—main motions; S—subsidiary motions; P—privileged 
motions; I—incidental motions; B—motions that bring a question again before the 
assembly; M/B—incidental main motions classed with motions that bring a question 
again before the assembly (see 6:25ff.).

 2. Motions listed as requiring a second do not need to be seconded when made by direc-
tion of a board or committee.

 3. In practice, motion is usually made by the reporting member of a committee, in which 
case it does not require a second.
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II. TABLE OF RULES RELATING TO MOTIONS (cont.) 
  (For forms used in making motions, see Table III.)

 1. Key to classification symbols: M—main motions; S—subsidiary motions; P—privileged 
motions; I—incidental motions; B—motions that bring a question again before the 
assembly; M/B—incidental main motions classed with motions that bring a question 
again before the assembly (see 6:25ff.).

 2. Motions listed as requiring a second do not need to be seconded when made by direc-
tion of a board or committee.

 5. A negative vote on this motion can be reconsidered only until such time as progress in 
business or debate has made it essentially a new question.

 6. B if committee is discharged from consideration of question that was pending at time of 
referral and was referred by subsidiary motion to Commit ; M/B if subject was referred 
by a main motion (see 36:10–11).

MOTION CLASS1

IN ORDER  
WHEN ANOTHER  
HAS THE FLOOR

MUST BE  
SECONDED2 DEBATABLE AMENDABLE

VOTE REQUIRED  
FOR ADOPTION

CAN BE 
RECONSIDERED

 32. Debate, to Limit or 
Extend Limits of, on a 
pending question (15) 

S No Yes No Yes Two-thirds
Yes; but if vote was 
affirmative, only 
unexecuted part of 
order5 

 33. Debate, to Limit or 
Extend Limits of, for the 
duration of a meeting 
(10, 15) 

M No Yes Yes Yes Two-thirds Yes 

 34. Discharge a Committee 
(36) 

B or  
M/B6 No Yes 

Yes; debate can 
go into question 
in hands of the 
committee 

Yes 
(a) Majority with 
notice; or (b) two-
thirds; or (c) majority 
of entire membership 

Negative vote  
only

 35. Discharge a Commit-
tee, when it has failed 
to report at prescribed 
time, or while assembly is 
considering partial report 
of committee (36) 

B or  
M/B6 No Yes 

Yes; debate can 
go into question 
in hands of the 
committee 

Yes Majority Negative vote  
only 

 36. Division of the Assembly 
(call for verification of a 
voting result by an un-
counted rising vote) (29) 

I Yes No No  No  
Demand of single 
member compels 
Division  

No 

 37. Count of vote on Divi-
sion, to order, if chair 
does not do so (4, 29, 
30, 45) 

I Yes Yes No  Yes  Majority  No 

 38. Division of a Question 
(27) I No Yes No  Yes  Majority  No 
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II. TABLE OF RULES RELATING TO MOTIONS (cont.) 
  (For forms used in making motions, see Table III.)

 1. Key to classification symbols: M—main motions; S—subsidiary motions; P—privileged 
motions; I—incidental motions; B—motions that bring a question again before the 
assembly; M/B—incidental main motions classed with motions that bring a question 
again before the assembly (see 6:25ff.).

 2. Motions listed as requiring a second do not need to be seconded when made by direc-
tion of a board or committee.

 5. A negative vote on this motion can be reconsidered only until such time as progress in 
business or debate has made it essentially a new question.

 6. B if committee is discharged from consideration of question that was pending at time of 
referral and was referred by subsidiary motion to Commit ; M/B if subject was referred 
by a main motion (see 36:10–11).

MOTION CLASS1

IN ORDER  
WHEN ANOTHER  
HAS THE FLOOR

MUST BE  
SECONDED2 DEBATABLE AMENDABLE

VOTE REQUIRED  
FOR ADOPTION

CAN BE 
RECONSIDERED

 32. Debate, to Limit or 
Extend Limits of, on a 
pending question (15) 

S No Yes No Yes Two-thirds
Yes; but if vote was 
affirmative, only 
unexecuted part of 
order5 

 33. Debate, to Limit or 
Extend Limits of, for the 
duration of a meeting 
(10, 15) 

M No Yes Yes Yes Two-thirds Yes 

 34. Discharge a Committee 
(36) 

B or  
M/B6 No Yes 

Yes; debate can 
go into question 
in hands of the 
committee 

Yes 
(a) Majority with 
notice; or (b) two-
thirds; or (c) majority 
of entire membership 

Negative vote  
only

 35. Discharge a Commit-
tee, when it has failed 
to report at prescribed 
time, or while assembly is 
considering partial report 
of committee (36) 

B or  
M/B6 No Yes 

Yes; debate can 
go into question 
in hands of the 
committee 

Yes Majority Negative vote  
only 

 36. Division of the Assembly 
(call for verification of a 
voting result by an un-
counted rising vote) (29) 

I Yes No No  No  
Demand of single 
member compels 
Division  

No 

 37. Count of vote on Divi-
sion, to order, if chair 
does not do so (4, 29, 
30, 45) 

I Yes Yes No  Yes  Majority  No 

 38. Division of a Question 
(27) I No Yes No  Yes  Majority  No 



t14

II. TABLE OF RULES RELATING TO MOTIONS (cont.) 
  (For forms used in making motions, see Table III.)
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II. TABLE OF RULES RELATING TO MOTIONS (cont.) 
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II. TABLE OF RULES RELATING TO MOTIONS (cont.) 
  (For forms used in making motions, see Table III.)

 1. Key to classification symbols: M—main motions; S—subsidiary motions; P—privileged 
motions; I—incidental motions; B—motions that bring a question again before the 
assembly; M/B—incidental main motions classed with motions that bring a question 
again before the assembly (see 6:25ff.).

 2. Motions listed as requiring a second do not need to be seconded when made by direc-
tion of a board or committee.

 5. A negative vote on this motion can be reconsidered only until such time as progress in 
business or debate has made it essentially a new question.

 6. B if committee is discharged from consideration of question that was pending at time of 
referral and was referred by subsidiary motion to Commit ; M/B if subject was referred 
by a main motion (see 36:10–11).

MOTION CLASS1

IN ORDER  
WHEN ANOTHER  
HAS THE FLOOR

MUST BE  
SECONDED2 DEBATABLE AMENDABLE

VOTE REQUIRED  
FOR ADOPTION

CAN BE 
RECONSIDERED

 32. Debate, to Limit or 
Extend Limits of, on a 
pending question (15) 

S No Yes No Yes Two-thirds
Yes; but if vote was 
affirmative, only 
unexecuted part of 
order5 

 33. Debate, to Limit or 
Extend Limits of, for the 
duration of a meeting 
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 34. Discharge a Committee 
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M/B6 No Yes 
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thirds; or (c) majority 
of entire membership 

Negative vote  
only

 35. Discharge a Commit-
tee, when it has failed 
to report at prescribed 
time, or while assembly is 
considering partial report 
of committee (36) 

B or  
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(27) I No Yes No  Yes  Majority  No 
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  (For forms used in making motions, see Table III.)
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 6. B if committee is discharged from consideration of question that was pending at time of 
referral and was referred by subsidiary motion to Commit ; M/B if subject was referred 
by a main motion (see 36:10–11).
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II. TABLE OF RULES RELATING TO MOTIONS (cont.) 
  (For forms used in making motions, see Table III.)
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business or debate has made it essentially a new question.

 6. B if committee is discharged from consideration of question that was pending at time of 
referral and was referred by subsidiary motion to Commit ; M/B if subject was referred 
by a main motion (see 36:10–11).
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II. TABLE OF RULES RELATING TO MOTIONS (cont.) 
  (For forms used in making motions, see Table III.)
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assembly; M/B—incidental main motions classed with motions that bring a question 
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business or debate has made it essentially a new question.
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referral and was referred by subsidiary motion to Commit ; M/B if subject was referred 
by a main motion (see 36:10–11).
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II. TABLE OF RULES RELATING TO MOTIONS (cont.) 
  (For forms used in making motions, see Table III.)
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assembly; M/B—incidental main motions classed with motions that bring a question 
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 5. A negative vote on this motion can be reconsidered only until such time as progress in 
business or debate has made it essentially a new question.
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referral and was referred by subsidiary motion to Commit ; M/B if subject was referred 
by a main motion (see 36:10–11).
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II. TABLE OF RULES RELATING TO MOTIONS (cont.) 
  (For forms used in making motions, see Table III.)
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assembly; M/B—incidental main motions classed with motions that bring a question 
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 5. A negative vote on this motion can be reconsidered only until such time as progress in 
business or debate has made it essentially a new question.

 6. B if committee is discharged from consideration of question that was pending at time of 
referral and was referred by subsidiary motion to Commit ; M/B if subject was referred 
by a main motion (see 36:10–11).
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II. TABLE OF RULES RELATING TO MOTIONS (cont.) 
  (For forms used in making motions, see Table III.)

 1. Key to classification symbols: M—main motions; S—subsidiary motions; P—privileged 
motions; I—incidental motions; B—motions that bring a question again before the 
assembly; M/B—incidental main motions classed with motions that bring a question 
again before the assembly (see 6:25ff.).

 2. Motions listed as requiring a second do not need to be seconded when made by direc-
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 5. A negative vote on this motion can be reconsidered only until such time as progress in 
business or debate has made it essentially a new question.

 6. B if committee is discharged from consideration of question that was pending at time of 
referral and was referred by subsidiary motion to Commit ; M/B if subject was referred 
by a main motion (see 36:10–11).
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II. TABLE OF RULES RELATING TO MOTIONS (cont.) 
  (For forms used in making motions, see Table III.)
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assembly; M/B—incidental main motions classed with motions that bring a question 
again before the assembly (see 6:25ff.).
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 5. A negative vote on this motion can be reconsidered only until such time as progress in 
business or debate has made it essentially a new question.

 6. B if committee is discharged from consideration of question that was pending at time of 
referral and was referred by subsidiary motion to Commit ; M/B if subject was referred 
by a main motion (see 36:10–11).
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II. TABLE OF RULES RELATING TO MOTIONS (cont.) 
  (For forms used in making motions, see Table III.)

 1. Key to classification symbols: M—main motions; S—subsidiary motions; P—privileged 
motions; I—incidental motions; B—motions that bring a question again before the 
assembly; M/B—incidental main motions classed with motions that bring a question 
again before the assembly (see 6:25ff.).

 2. Motions listed as requiring a second do not need to be seconded when made by direc-
tion of a board or committee.

 5. A negative vote on this motion can be reconsidered only until such time as progress in 
business or debate has made it essentially a new question.

 6. B if committee is discharged from consideration of question that was pending at time of 
referral and was referred by subsidiary motion to Commit ; M/B if subject was referred 
by a main motion (see 36:10–11).
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II. TABLE OF RULES RELATING TO MOTIONS (cont.) 
  (For forms used in making motions, see Table III.)

 1. Key to classification symbols: M—main motions; S—subsidiary motions; P—privileged 
motions; I—incidental motions; B—motions that bring a question again before the 
assembly; M/B—incidental main motions classed with motions that bring a question 
again before the assembly (see 6:25ff.).

 2. Motions listed as requiring a second do not need to be seconded when made by direc-
tion of a board or committee.

 5. A negative vote on this motion can be reconsidered only until such time as progress in 
business or debate has made it essentially a new question.

 6. B if committee is discharged from consideration of question that was pending at time of 
referral and was referred by subsidiary motion to Commit ; M/B if subject was referred 
by a main motion (see 36:10–11).
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II. TABLE OF RULES RELATING TO MOTIONS (cont.) 
  (For forms used in making motions, see Table III.)

 1. Key to classification symbols: M—main motions; S—subsidiary motions; P—privileged 
motions; I—incidental motions; B—motions that bring a question again before the 
assembly; M/B—incidental main motions classed with motions that bring a question 
again before the assembly (see 6:25ff.).

 2. Motions listed as requiring a second do not need to be seconded when made by direc-
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 5. A negative vote on this motion can be reconsidered only until such time as progress in 
business or debate has made it essentially a new question.

 6. B if committee is discharged from consideration of question that was pending at time of 
referral and was referred by subsidiary motion to Commit ; M/B if subject was referred 
by a main motion (see 36:10–11).
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 36. Division of the Assembly 
(call for verification of a 
voting result by an un-
counted rising vote) (29) 

I Yes No No  No  
Demand of single 
member compels 
Division  

No 

 37. Count of vote on Divi-
sion, to order, if chair 
does not do so (4, 29, 
30, 45) 

I Yes Yes No  Yes  Majority  No 

 38. Division of a Question 
(27) I No Yes No  Yes  Majority  No 

Must Be 
Seconded
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II. TABLE OF RULES RELATING TO MOTIONS (cont.) 
  (For forms used in making motions, see Table III.)

 1. Key to classification symbols: M—main motions; S—subsidiary motions; P—privileged 
motions; I—incidental motions; B—motions that bring a question again before the 
assembly; M/B—incidental main motions classed with motions that bring a question 
again before the assembly (see 6:25ff.).

 2. Motions listed as requiring a second do not need to be seconded when made by direc-
tion of a board or committee.

 5. A negative vote on this motion can be reconsidered only until such time as progress in 
business or debate has made it essentially a new question.

 6. B if committee is discharged from consideration of question that was pending at time of 
referral and was referred by subsidiary motion to Commit ; M/B if subject was referred 
by a main motion (see 36:10–11).

MOTION CLASS1

IN ORDER  
WHEN ANOTHER  
HAS THE FLOOR

MUST BE  
SECONDED2 DEBATABLE AMENDABLE

VOTE REQUIRED  
FOR ADOPTION

CAN BE 
RECONSIDERED

 32. Debate, to Limit or 
Extend Limits of, on a 
pending question (15) 

S No Yes No Yes Two-thirds
Yes; but if vote was 
affirmative, only 
unexecuted part of 
order5 

 33. Debate, to Limit or 
Extend Limits of, for the 
duration of a meeting 
(10, 15) 

M No Yes Yes Yes Two-thirds Yes 

 34. Discharge a Committee 
(36) 

B or  
M/B6 No Yes 

Yes; debate can 
go into question 
in hands of the 
committee 

Yes 
(a) Majority with 
notice; or (b) two-
thirds; or (c) majority 
of entire membership 

Negative vote  
only

 35. Discharge a Commit-
tee, when it has failed 
to report at prescribed 
time, or while assembly is 
considering partial report 
of committee (36) 

B or  
M/B6 No Yes 

Yes; debate can 
go into question 
in hands of the 
committee 

Yes Majority Negative vote  
only 

 36. Division of the Assembly 
(call for verification of a 
voting result by an un-
counted rising vote) (29) 

I Yes No No  No  
Demand of single 
member compels 
Division  

No 

 37. Count of vote on Divi-
sion, to order, if chair 
does not do so (4, 29, 
30, 45) 

I Yes Yes No  Yes  Majority  No 

 38. Division of a Question 
(27) I No Yes No  Yes  Majority  No 
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II. TABLE OF RULES RELATING TO MOTIONS (cont.) 
  (For forms used in making motions, see Table III.)

 1. Key to classification symbols: M—main motions; S—subsidiary motions; P—privileged 
motions; I—incidental motions; B—motions that bring a question again before the 
assembly; M/B—incidental main motions classed with motions that bring a question 
again before the assembly (see 6:25ff.).

 2. Motions listed as requiring a second do not need to be seconded when made by direc-
tion of a board or committee.

 5. A negative vote on this motion can be reconsidered only until such time as progress in 
business or debate has made it essentially a new question.

 6. B if committee is discharged from consideration of question that was pending at time of 
referral and was referred by subsidiary motion to Commit ; M/B if subject was referred 
by a main motion (see 36:10–11).

MOTION CLASS1

IN ORDER  
WHEN ANOTHER  
HAS THE FLOOR

MUST BE  
SECONDED2 DEBATABLE AMENDABLE

VOTE REQUIRED  
FOR ADOPTION

CAN BE 
RECONSIDERED

 32. Debate, to Limit or 
Extend Limits of, on a 
pending question (15) 

S No Yes No Yes Two-thirds
Yes; but if vote was 
affirmative, only 
unexecuted part of 
order5 

 33. Debate, to Limit or 
Extend Limits of, for the 
duration of a meeting 
(10, 15) 

M No Yes Yes Yes Two-thirds Yes 

 34. Discharge a Committee 
(36) 

B or  
M/B6 No Yes 

Yes; debate can 
go into question 
in hands of the 
committee 

Yes 
(a) Majority with 
notice; or (b) two-
thirds; or (c) majority 
of entire membership 

Negative vote  
only

 35. Discharge a Commit-
tee, when it has failed 
to report at prescribed 
time, or while assembly is 
considering partial report 
of committee (36) 

B or  
M/B6 No Yes 

Yes; debate can 
go into question 
in hands of the 
committee 

Yes Majority Negative vote  
only 

 36. Division of the Assembly 
(call for verification of a 
voting result by an un-
counted rising vote) (29) 

I Yes No No  No  
Demand of single 
member compels 
Division  

No 

 37. Count of vote on Divi-
sion, to order, if chair 
does not do so (4, 29, 
30, 45) 

I Yes Yes No  Yes  Majority  No 

 38. Division of a Question 
(27) I No Yes No  Yes  Majority  No 
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II. TABLE OF RULES RELATING TO MOTIONS (cont.) 
  (For forms used in making motions, see Table III.)

 1. Key to classification symbols: M—main motions; S—subsidiary motions; P—privileged 
motions; I—incidental motions; B—motions that bring a question again before the 
assembly; M/B—incidental main motions classed with motions that bring a question 
again before the assembly (see 6:25ff.).

 2. Motions listed as requiring a second do not need to be seconded when made by direc-
tion of a board or committee.

 5. A negative vote on this motion can be reconsidered only until such time as progress in 
business or debate has made it essentially a new question.

 6. B if committee is discharged from consideration of question that was pending at time of 
referral and was referred by subsidiary motion to Commit ; M/B if subject was referred 
by a main motion (see 36:10–11).

MOTION CLASS1

IN ORDER  
WHEN ANOTHER  
HAS THE FLOOR

MUST BE  
SECONDED2 DEBATABLE AMENDABLE

VOTE REQUIRED  
FOR ADOPTION

CAN BE 
RECONSIDERED

 32. Debate, to Limit or 
Extend Limits of, on a 
pending question (15) 

S No Yes No Yes Two-thirds
Yes; but if vote was 
affirmative, only 
unexecuted part of 
order5 

 33. Debate, to Limit or 
Extend Limits of, for the 
duration of a meeting 
(10, 15) 

M No Yes Yes Yes Two-thirds Yes 

 34. Discharge a Committee 
(36) 

B or  
M/B6 No Yes 

Yes; debate can 
go into question 
in hands of the 
committee 

Yes 
(a) Majority with 
notice; or (b) two-
thirds; or (c) majority 
of entire membership 

Negative vote  
only

 35. Discharge a Commit-
tee, when it has failed 
to report at prescribed 
time, or while assembly is 
considering partial report 
of committee (36) 

B or  
M/B6 No Yes 

Yes; debate can 
go into question 
in hands of the 
committee 

Yes Majority Negative vote  
only 

 36. Division of the Assembly 
(call for verification of a 
voting result by an un-
counted rising vote) (29) 

I Yes No No  No  
Demand of single 
member compels 
Division  

No 

 37. Count of vote on Divi-
sion, to order, if chair 
does not do so (4, 29, 
30, 45) 

I Yes Yes No  Yes  Majority  No 

 38. Division of a Question 
(27) I No Yes No  Yes  Majority  No 
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II. TABLE OF RULES RELATING TO MOTIONS (cont.) 
  (For forms used in making motions, see Table III.)

 1. Key to classification symbols: M—main motions; S—subsidiary motions; P—privileged 
motions; I—incidental motions; B—motions that bring a question again before the 
assembly; M/B—incidental main motions classed with motions that bring a question 
again before the assembly (see 6:25ff.).

 2. Motions listed as requiring a second do not need to be seconded when made by direc-
tion of a board or committee.

 5. A negative vote on this motion can be reconsidered only until such time as progress in 
business or debate has made it essentially a new question.

 6. B if committee is discharged from consideration of question that was pending at time of 
referral and was referred by subsidiary motion to Commit ; M/B if subject was referred 
by a main motion (see 36:10–11).

MOTION CLASS1

IN ORDER  
WHEN ANOTHER  
HAS THE FLOOR

MUST BE  
SECONDED2 DEBATABLE AMENDABLE

VOTE REQUIRED  
FOR ADOPTION

CAN BE 
RECONSIDERED

 32. Debate, to Limit or 
Extend Limits of, on a 
pending question (15) 

S No Yes No Yes Two-thirds
Yes; but if vote was 
affirmative, only 
unexecuted part of 
order5 

 33. Debate, to Limit or 
Extend Limits of, for the 
duration of a meeting 
(10, 15) 

M No Yes Yes Yes Two-thirds Yes 

 34. Discharge a Committee 
(36) 

B or  
M/B6 No Yes 

Yes; debate can 
go into question 
in hands of the 
committee 

Yes 
(a) Majority with 
notice; or (b) two-
thirds; or (c) majority 
of entire membership 

Negative vote  
only

 35. Discharge a Commit-
tee, when it has failed 
to report at prescribed 
time, or while assembly is 
considering partial report 
of committee (36) 

B or  
M/B6 No Yes 

Yes; debate can 
go into question 
in hands of the 
committee 

Yes Majority Negative vote  
only 

 36. Division of the Assembly 
(call for verification of a 
voting result by an un-
counted rising vote) (29) 

I Yes No No  No  
Demand of single 
member compels 
Division  

No 

 37. Count of vote on Divi-
sion, to order, if chair 
does not do so (4, 29, 
30, 45) 

I Yes Yes No  Yes  Majority  No 

 38. Division of a Question 
(27) I No Yes No  Yes  Majority  No 

Debatable



t14

II. TABLE OF RULES RELATING TO MOTIONS (cont.) 
  (For forms used in making motions, see Table III.)

 1. Key to classification symbols: M—main motions; S—subsidiary motions; P—privileged 
motions; I—incidental motions; B—motions that bring a question again before the 
assembly; M/B—incidental main motions classed with motions that bring a question 
again before the assembly (see 6:25ff.).

 2. Motions listed as requiring a second do not need to be seconded when made by direc-
tion of a board or committee.

 5. A negative vote on this motion can be reconsidered only until such time as progress in 
business or debate has made it essentially a new question.

 6. B if committee is discharged from consideration of question that was pending at time of 
referral and was referred by subsidiary motion to Commit ; M/B if subject was referred 
by a main motion (see 36:10–11).

MOTION CLASS1

IN ORDER  
WHEN ANOTHER  
HAS THE FLOOR

MUST BE  
SECONDED2 DEBATABLE AMENDABLE

VOTE REQUIRED  
FOR ADOPTION

CAN BE 
RECONSIDERED

 32. Debate, to Limit or 
Extend Limits of, on a 
pending question (15) 

S No Yes No Yes Two-thirds
Yes; but if vote was 
affirmative, only 
unexecuted part of 
order5 

 33. Debate, to Limit or 
Extend Limits of, for the 
duration of a meeting 
(10, 15) 

M No Yes Yes Yes Two-thirds Yes 

 34. Discharge a Committee 
(36) 

B or  
M/B6 No Yes 

Yes; debate can 
go into question 
in hands of the 
committee 

Yes 
(a) Majority with 
notice; or (b) two-
thirds; or (c) majority 
of entire membership 

Negative vote  
only

 35. Discharge a Commit-
tee, when it has failed 
to report at prescribed 
time, or while assembly is 
considering partial report 
of committee (36) 

B or  
M/B6 No Yes 

Yes; debate can 
go into question 
in hands of the 
committee 

Yes Majority Negative vote  
only 

 36. Division of the Assembly 
(call for verification of a 
voting result by an un-
counted rising vote) (29) 

I Yes No No  No  
Demand of single 
member compels 
Division  

No 

 37. Count of vote on Divi-
sion, to order, if chair 
does not do so (4, 29, 
30, 45) 

I Yes Yes No  Yes  Majority  No 

 38. Division of a Question 
(27) I No Yes No  Yes  Majority  No 
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II. TABLE OF RULES RELATING TO MOTIONS (cont.) 
  (For forms used in making motions, see Table III.)

 1. Key to classification symbols: M—main motions; S—subsidiary motions; P—privileged 
motions; I—incidental motions; B—motions that bring a question again before the 
assembly; M/B—incidental main motions classed with motions that bring a question 
again before the assembly (see 6:25ff.).

 2. Motions listed as requiring a second do not need to be seconded when made by direc-
tion of a board or committee.

 5. A negative vote on this motion can be reconsidered only until such time as progress in 
business or debate has made it essentially a new question.

 6. B if committee is discharged from consideration of question that was pending at time of 
referral and was referred by subsidiary motion to Commit ; M/B if subject was referred 
by a main motion (see 36:10–11).

MOTION CLASS1

IN ORDER  
WHEN ANOTHER  
HAS THE FLOOR

MUST BE  
SECONDED2 DEBATABLE AMENDABLE

VOTE REQUIRED  
FOR ADOPTION

CAN BE 
RECONSIDERED

 32. Debate, to Limit or 
Extend Limits of, on a 
pending question (15) 

S No Yes No Yes Two-thirds
Yes; but if vote was 
affirmative, only 
unexecuted part of 
order5 

 33. Debate, to Limit or 
Extend Limits of, for the 
duration of a meeting 
(10, 15) 

M No Yes Yes Yes Two-thirds Yes 

 34. Discharge a Committee 
(36) 

B or  
M/B6 No Yes 

Yes; debate can 
go into question 
in hands of the 
committee 

Yes 
(a) Majority with 
notice; or (b) two-
thirds; or (c) majority 
of entire membership 

Negative vote  
only

 35. Discharge a Commit-
tee, when it has failed 
to report at prescribed 
time, or while assembly is 
considering partial report 
of committee (36) 

B or  
M/B6 No Yes 

Yes; debate can 
go into question 
in hands of the 
committee 

Yes Majority Negative vote  
only 

 36. Division of the Assembly 
(call for verification of a 
voting result by an un-
counted rising vote) (29) 

I Yes No No  No  
Demand of single 
member compels 
Division  

No 

 37. Count of vote on Divi-
sion, to order, if chair 
does not do so (4, 29, 
30, 45) 

I Yes Yes No  Yes  Majority  No 

 38. Division of a Question 
(27) I No Yes No  Yes  Majority  No 
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II. TABLE OF RULES RELATING TO MOTIONS (cont.) 
  (For forms used in making motions, see Table III.)

 1. Key to classification symbols: M—main motions; S—subsidiary motions; P—privileged 
motions; I—incidental motions; B—motions that bring a question again before the 
assembly; M/B—incidental main motions classed with motions that bring a question 
again before the assembly (see 6:25ff.).

 2. Motions listed as requiring a second do not need to be seconded when made by direc-
tion of a board or committee.

 5. A negative vote on this motion can be reconsidered only until such time as progress in 
business or debate has made it essentially a new question.

 6. B if committee is discharged from consideration of question that was pending at time of 
referral and was referred by subsidiary motion to Commit ; M/B if subject was referred 
by a main motion (see 36:10–11).

MOTION CLASS1

IN ORDER  
WHEN ANOTHER  
HAS THE FLOOR

MUST BE  
SECONDED2 DEBATABLE AMENDABLE

VOTE REQUIRED  
FOR ADOPTION

CAN BE 
RECONSIDERED

 32. Debate, to Limit or 
Extend Limits of, on a 
pending question (15) 

S No Yes No Yes Two-thirds
Yes; but if vote was 
affirmative, only 
unexecuted part of 
order5 

 33. Debate, to Limit or 
Extend Limits of, for the 
duration of a meeting 
(10, 15) 

M No Yes Yes Yes Two-thirds Yes 

 34. Discharge a Committee 
(36) 

B or  
M/B6 No Yes 

Yes; debate can 
go into question 
in hands of the 
committee 

Yes 
(a) Majority with 
notice; or (b) two-
thirds; or (c) majority 
of entire membership 

Negative vote  
only

 35. Discharge a Commit-
tee, when it has failed 
to report at prescribed 
time, or while assembly is 
considering partial report 
of committee (36) 

B or  
M/B6 No Yes 

Yes; debate can 
go into question 
in hands of the 
committee 

Yes Majority Negative vote  
only 

 36. Division of the Assembly 
(call for verification of a 
voting result by an un-
counted rising vote) (29) 

I Yes No No  No  
Demand of single 
member compels 
Division  

No 

 37. Count of vote on Divi-
sion, to order, if chair 
does not do so (4, 29, 
30, 45) 

I Yes Yes No  Yes  Majority  No 

 38. Division of a Question 
(27) I No Yes No  Yes  Majority  No 

t15

II. TABLE OF RULES RELATING TO MOTIONS (cont.) 
  (For forms used in making motions, see Table III.)

 1. Key to classification symbols: M—main motions; S—subsidiary motions; P—privileged 
motions; I—incidental motions; B—motions that bring a question again before the 
assembly; M/B—incidental main motions classed with motions that bring a question 
again before the assembly (see 6:25ff.).

 2. Motions listed as requiring a second do not need to be seconded when made by direc-
tion of a board or committee.

 5. A negative vote on this motion can be reconsidered only until such time as progress in 
business or debate has made it essentially a new question.

 6. B if committee is discharged from consideration of question that was pending at time of 
referral and was referred by subsidiary motion to Commit ; M/B if subject was referred 
by a main motion (see 36:10–11).

MOTION CLASS1

IN ORDER  
WHEN ANOTHER  
HAS THE FLOOR

MUST BE  
SECONDED2 DEBATABLE AMENDABLE

VOTE REQUIRED  
FOR ADOPTION

CAN BE 
RECONSIDERED

 32. Debate, to Limit or 
Extend Limits of, on a 
pending question (15) 

S No Yes No Yes Two-thirds
Yes; but if vote was 
affirmative, only 
unexecuted part of 
order5 

 33. Debate, to Limit or 
Extend Limits of, for the 
duration of a meeting 
(10, 15) 

M No Yes Yes Yes Two-thirds Yes 

 34. Discharge a Committee 
(36) 

B or  
M/B6 No Yes 

Yes; debate can 
go into question 
in hands of the 
committee 

Yes 
(a) Majority with 
notice; or (b) two-
thirds; or (c) majority 
of entire membership 

Negative vote  
only

 35. Discharge a Commit-
tee, when it has failed 
to report at prescribed 
time, or while assembly is 
considering partial report 
of committee (36) 

B or  
M/B6 No Yes 

Yes; debate can 
go into question 
in hands of the 
committee 

Yes Majority Negative vote  
only 

 36. Division of the Assembly 
(call for verification of a 
voting result by an un-
counted rising vote) (29) 

I Yes No No  No  
Demand of single 
member compels 
Division  

No 

 37. Count of vote on Divi-
sion, to order, if chair 
does not do so (4, 29, 
30, 45) 

I Yes Yes No  Yes  Majority  No 

 38. Division of a Question 
(27) I No Yes No  Yes  Majority  No 

Amendable
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II. TABLE OF RULES RELATING TO MOTIONS (cont.) 
  (For forms used in making motions, see Table III.)

 1. Key to classification symbols: M—main motions; S—subsidiary motions; P—privileged 
motions; I—incidental motions; B—motions that bring a question again before the 
assembly; M/B—incidental main motions classed with motions that bring a question 
again before the assembly (see 6:25ff.).

 2. Motions listed as requiring a second do not need to be seconded when made by direc-
tion of a board or committee.

 5. A negative vote on this motion can be reconsidered only until such time as progress in 
business or debate has made it essentially a new question.

 6. B if committee is discharged from consideration of question that was pending at time of 
referral and was referred by subsidiary motion to Commit ; M/B if subject was referred 
by a main motion (see 36:10–11).

MOTION CLASS1

IN ORDER  
WHEN ANOTHER  
HAS THE FLOOR

MUST BE  
SECONDED2 DEBATABLE AMENDABLE

VOTE REQUIRED  
FOR ADOPTION

CAN BE 
RECONSIDERED

 32. Debate, to Limit or 
Extend Limits of, on a 
pending question (15) 

S No Yes No Yes Two-thirds
Yes; but if vote was 
affirmative, only 
unexecuted part of 
order5 

 33. Debate, to Limit or 
Extend Limits of, for the 
duration of a meeting 
(10, 15) 

M No Yes Yes Yes Two-thirds Yes 

 34. Discharge a Committee 
(36) 

B or  
M/B6 No Yes 

Yes; debate can 
go into question 
in hands of the 
committee 

Yes 
(a) Majority with 
notice; or (b) two-
thirds; or (c) majority 
of entire membership 

Negative vote  
only

 35. Discharge a Commit-
tee, when it has failed 
to report at prescribed 
time, or while assembly is 
considering partial report 
of committee (36) 

B or  
M/B6 No Yes 

Yes; debate can 
go into question 
in hands of the 
committee 

Yes Majority Negative vote  
only 

 36. Division of the Assembly 
(call for verification of a 
voting result by an un-
counted rising vote) (29) 

I Yes No No  No  
Demand of single 
member compels 
Division  

No 

 37. Count of vote on Divi-
sion, to order, if chair 
does not do so (4, 29, 
30, 45) 

I Yes Yes No  Yes  Majority  No 

 38. Division of a Question 
(27) I No Yes No  Yes  Majority  No 
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II. TABLE OF RULES RELATING TO MOTIONS (cont.) 
  (For forms used in making motions, see Table III.)

 1. Key to classification symbols: M—main motions; S—subsidiary motions; P—privileged 
motions; I—incidental motions; B—motions that bring a question again before the 
assembly; M/B—incidental main motions classed with motions that bring a question 
again before the assembly (see 6:25ff.).

 2. Motions listed as requiring a second do not need to be seconded when made by direc-
tion of a board or committee.

 5. A negative vote on this motion can be reconsidered only until such time as progress in 
business or debate has made it essentially a new question.

 6. B if committee is discharged from consideration of question that was pending at time of 
referral and was referred by subsidiary motion to Commit ; M/B if subject was referred 
by a main motion (see 36:10–11).

MOTION CLASS1

IN ORDER  
WHEN ANOTHER  
HAS THE FLOOR

MUST BE  
SECONDED2 DEBATABLE AMENDABLE

VOTE REQUIRED  
FOR ADOPTION

CAN BE 
RECONSIDERED

 32. Debate, to Limit or 
Extend Limits of, on a 
pending question (15) 

S No Yes No Yes Two-thirds
Yes; but if vote was 
affirmative, only 
unexecuted part of 
order5 

 33. Debate, to Limit or 
Extend Limits of, for the 
duration of a meeting 
(10, 15) 

M No Yes Yes Yes Two-thirds Yes 

 34. Discharge a Committee 
(36) 

B or  
M/B6 No Yes 

Yes; debate can 
go into question 
in hands of the 
committee 

Yes 
(a) Majority with 
notice; or (b) two-
thirds; or (c) majority 
of entire membership 

Negative vote  
only

 35. Discharge a Commit-
tee, when it has failed 
to report at prescribed 
time, or while assembly is 
considering partial report 
of committee (36) 

B or  
M/B6 No Yes 

Yes; debate can 
go into question 
in hands of the 
committee 

Yes Majority Negative vote  
only 

 36. Division of the Assembly 
(call for verification of a 
voting result by an un-
counted rising vote) (29) 

I Yes No No  No  
Demand of single 
member compels 
Division  

No 

 37. Count of vote on Divi-
sion, to order, if chair 
does not do so (4, 29, 
30, 45) 

I Yes Yes No  Yes  Majority  No 

 38. Division of a Question 
(27) I No Yes No  Yes  Majority  No 
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II. TABLE OF RULES RELATING TO MOTIONS (cont.) 
  (For forms used in making motions, see Table III.)

 1. Key to classification symbols: M—main motions; S—subsidiary motions; P—privileged 
motions; I—incidental motions; B—motions that bring a question again before the 
assembly; M/B—incidental main motions classed with motions that bring a question 
again before the assembly (see 6:25ff.).

 2. Motions listed as requiring a second do not need to be seconded when made by direc-
tion of a board or committee.

 5. A negative vote on this motion can be reconsidered only until such time as progress in 
business or debate has made it essentially a new question.

 6. B if committee is discharged from consideration of question that was pending at time of 
referral and was referred by subsidiary motion to Commit ; M/B if subject was referred 
by a main motion (see 36:10–11).

MOTION CLASS1

IN ORDER  
WHEN ANOTHER  
HAS THE FLOOR

MUST BE  
SECONDED2 DEBATABLE AMENDABLE

VOTE REQUIRED  
FOR ADOPTION

CAN BE 
RECONSIDERED

 32. Debate, to Limit or 
Extend Limits of, on a 
pending question (15) 

S No Yes No Yes Two-thirds
Yes; but if vote was 
affirmative, only 
unexecuted part of 
order5 

 33. Debate, to Limit or 
Extend Limits of, for the 
duration of a meeting 
(10, 15) 

M No Yes Yes Yes Two-thirds Yes 

 34. Discharge a Committee 
(36) 

B or  
M/B6 No Yes 

Yes; debate can 
go into question 
in hands of the 
committee 

Yes 
(a) Majority with 
notice; or (b) two-
thirds; or (c) majority 
of entire membership 

Negative vote  
only

 35. Discharge a Commit-
tee, when it has failed 
to report at prescribed 
time, or while assembly is 
considering partial report 
of committee (36) 

B or  
M/B6 No Yes 

Yes; debate can 
go into question 
in hands of the 
committee 

Yes Majority Negative vote  
only 

 36. Division of the Assembly 
(call for verification of a 
voting result by an un-
counted rising vote) (29) 

I Yes No No  No  
Demand of single 
member compels 
Division  

No 

 37. Count of vote on Divi-
sion, to order, if chair 
does not do so (4, 29, 
30, 45) 

I Yes Yes No  Yes  Majority  No 

 38. Division of a Question 
(27) I No Yes No  Yes  Majority  No 
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II. TABLE OF RULES RELATING TO MOTIONS (cont.) 
  (For forms used in making motions, see Table III.)

 1. Key to classification symbols: M—main motions; S—subsidiary motions; P—privileged 
motions; I—incidental motions; B—motions that bring a question again before the 
assembly; M/B—incidental main motions classed with motions that bring a question 
again before the assembly (see 6:25ff.).

 2. Motions listed as requiring a second do not need to be seconded when made by direc-
tion of a board or committee.

 5. A negative vote on this motion can be reconsidered only until such time as progress in 
business or debate has made it essentially a new question.

 6. B if committee is discharged from consideration of question that was pending at time of 
referral and was referred by subsidiary motion to Commit ; M/B if subject was referred 
by a main motion (see 36:10–11).

MOTION CLASS1

IN ORDER  
WHEN ANOTHER  
HAS THE FLOOR

MUST BE  
SECONDED2 DEBATABLE AMENDABLE

VOTE REQUIRED  
FOR ADOPTION

CAN BE 
RECONSIDERED

 32. Debate, to Limit or 
Extend Limits of, on a 
pending question (15) 

S No Yes No Yes Two-thirds
Yes; but if vote was 
affirmative, only 
unexecuted part of 
order5 

 33. Debate, to Limit or 
Extend Limits of, for the 
duration of a meeting 
(10, 15) 

M No Yes Yes Yes Two-thirds Yes 

 34. Discharge a Committee 
(36) 

B or  
M/B6 No Yes 

Yes; debate can 
go into question 
in hands of the 
committee 

Yes 
(a) Majority with 
notice; or (b) two-
thirds; or (c) majority 
of entire membership 

Negative vote  
only

 35. Discharge a Commit-
tee, when it has failed 
to report at prescribed 
time, or while assembly is 
considering partial report 
of committee (36) 

B or  
M/B6 No Yes 

Yes; debate can 
go into question 
in hands of the 
committee 

Yes Majority Negative vote  
only 

 36. Division of the Assembly 
(call for verification of a 
voting result by an un-
counted rising vote) (29) 

I Yes No No  No  
Demand of single 
member compels 
Division  

No 

 37. Count of vote on Divi-
sion, to order, if chair 
does not do so (4, 29, 
30, 45) 

I Yes Yes No  Yes  Majority  No 

 38. Division of a Question 
(27) I No Yes No  Yes  Majority  No 

Vote Required 
for Adoption
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II. TABLE OF RULES RELATING TO MOTIONS (cont.) 
  (For forms used in making motions, see Table III.)

 1. Key to classification symbols: M—main motions; S—subsidiary motions; P—privileged 
motions; I—incidental motions; B—motions that bring a question again before the 
assembly; M/B—incidental main motions classed with motions that bring a question 
again before the assembly (see 6:25ff.).

 2. Motions listed as requiring a second do not need to be seconded when made by direc-
tion of a board or committee.

 5. A negative vote on this motion can be reconsidered only until such time as progress in 
business or debate has made it essentially a new question.

 6. B if committee is discharged from consideration of question that was pending at time of 
referral and was referred by subsidiary motion to Commit ; M/B if subject was referred 
by a main motion (see 36:10–11).

MOTION CLASS1

IN ORDER  
WHEN ANOTHER  
HAS THE FLOOR

MUST BE  
SECONDED2 DEBATABLE AMENDABLE

VOTE REQUIRED  
FOR ADOPTION

CAN BE 
RECONSIDERED

 32. Debate, to Limit or 
Extend Limits of, on a 
pending question (15) 

S No Yes No Yes Two-thirds
Yes; but if vote was 
affirmative, only 
unexecuted part of 
order5 

 33. Debate, to Limit or 
Extend Limits of, for the 
duration of a meeting 
(10, 15) 

M No Yes Yes Yes Two-thirds Yes 

 34. Discharge a Committee 
(36) 

B or  
M/B6 No Yes 

Yes; debate can 
go into question 
in hands of the 
committee 

Yes 
(a) Majority with 
notice; or (b) two-
thirds; or (c) majority 
of entire membership 

Negative vote  
only

 35. Discharge a Commit-
tee, when it has failed 
to report at prescribed 
time, or while assembly is 
considering partial report 
of committee (36) 

B or  
M/B6 No Yes 

Yes; debate can 
go into question 
in hands of the 
committee 

Yes Majority Negative vote  
only 

 36. Division of the Assembly 
(call for verification of a 
voting result by an un-
counted rising vote) (29) 

I Yes No No  No  
Demand of single 
member compels 
Division  

No 

 37. Count of vote on Divi-
sion, to order, if chair 
does not do so (4, 29, 
30, 45) 

I Yes Yes No  Yes  Majority  No 

 38. Division of a Question 
(27) I No Yes No  Yes  Majority  No 
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II. TABLE OF RULES RELATING TO MOTIONS (cont.) 
  (For forms used in making motions, see Table III.)

 1. Key to classification symbols: M—main motions; S—subsidiary motions; P—privileged 
motions; I—incidental motions; B—motions that bring a question again before the 
assembly; M/B—incidental main motions classed with motions that bring a question 
again before the assembly (see 6:25ff.).

 2. Motions listed as requiring a second do not need to be seconded when made by direc-
tion of a board or committee.

 5. A negative vote on this motion can be reconsidered only until such time as progress in 
business or debate has made it essentially a new question.

 6. B if committee is discharged from consideration of question that was pending at time of 
referral and was referred by subsidiary motion to Commit ; M/B if subject was referred 
by a main motion (see 36:10–11).

MOTION CLASS1

IN ORDER  
WHEN ANOTHER  
HAS THE FLOOR

MUST BE  
SECONDED2 DEBATABLE AMENDABLE

VOTE REQUIRED  
FOR ADOPTION

CAN BE 
RECONSIDERED

 32. Debate, to Limit or 
Extend Limits of, on a 
pending question (15) 

S No Yes No Yes Two-thirds
Yes; but if vote was 
affirmative, only 
unexecuted part of 
order5 

 33. Debate, to Limit or 
Extend Limits of, for the 
duration of a meeting 
(10, 15) 

M No Yes Yes Yes Two-thirds Yes 

 34. Discharge a Committee 
(36) 

B or  
M/B6 No Yes 

Yes; debate can 
go into question 
in hands of the 
committee 

Yes 
(a) Majority with 
notice; or (b) two-
thirds; or (c) majority 
of entire membership 

Negative vote  
only

 35. Discharge a Commit-
tee, when it has failed 
to report at prescribed 
time, or while assembly is 
considering partial report 
of committee (36) 

B or  
M/B6 No Yes 

Yes; debate can 
go into question 
in hands of the 
committee 

Yes Majority Negative vote  
only 

 36. Division of the Assembly 
(call for verification of a 
voting result by an un-
counted rising vote) (29) 

I Yes No No  No  
Demand of single 
member compels 
Division  

No 

 37. Count of vote on Divi-
sion, to order, if chair 
does not do so (4, 29, 
30, 45) 

I Yes Yes No  Yes  Majority  No 

 38. Division of a Question 
(27) I No Yes No  Yes  Majority  No 
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II. TABLE OF RULES RELATING TO MOTIONS (cont.) 
  (For forms used in making motions, see Table III.)

 1. Key to classification symbols: M—main motions; S—subsidiary motions; P—privileged 
motions; I—incidental motions; B—motions that bring a question again before the 
assembly; M/B—incidental main motions classed with motions that bring a question 
again before the assembly (see 6:25ff.).

 2. Motions listed as requiring a second do not need to be seconded when made by direc-
tion of a board or committee.

 5. A negative vote on this motion can be reconsidered only until such time as progress in 
business or debate has made it essentially a new question.

 6. B if committee is discharged from consideration of question that was pending at time of 
referral and was referred by subsidiary motion to Commit ; M/B if subject was referred 
by a main motion (see 36:10–11).

MOTION CLASS1

IN ORDER  
WHEN ANOTHER  
HAS THE FLOOR

MUST BE  
SECONDED2 DEBATABLE AMENDABLE

VOTE REQUIRED  
FOR ADOPTION

CAN BE 
RECONSIDERED

 32. Debate, to Limit or 
Extend Limits of, on a 
pending question (15) 

S No Yes No Yes Two-thirds
Yes; but if vote was 
affirmative, only 
unexecuted part of 
order5 

 33. Debate, to Limit or 
Extend Limits of, for the 
duration of a meeting 
(10, 15) 

M No Yes Yes Yes Two-thirds Yes 

 34. Discharge a Committee 
(36) 

B or  
M/B6 No Yes 

Yes; debate can 
go into question 
in hands of the 
committee 

Yes 
(a) Majority with 
notice; or (b) two-
thirds; or (c) majority 
of entire membership 

Negative vote  
only

 35. Discharge a Commit-
tee, when it has failed 
to report at prescribed 
time, or while assembly is 
considering partial report 
of committee (36) 

B or  
M/B6 No Yes 

Yes; debate can 
go into question 
in hands of the 
committee 

Yes Majority Negative vote  
only 

 36. Division of the Assembly 
(call for verification of a 
voting result by an un-
counted rising vote) (29) 

I Yes No No  No  
Demand of single 
member compels 
Division  

No 

 37. Count of vote on Divi-
sion, to order, if chair 
does not do so (4, 29, 
30, 45) 

I Yes Yes No  Yes  Majority  No 

 38. Division of a Question 
(27) I No Yes No  Yes  Majority  No 
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II. TABLE OF RULES RELATING TO MOTIONS (cont.) 
  (For forms used in making motions, see Table III.)

 1. Key to classification symbols: M—main motions; S—subsidiary motions; P—privileged 
motions; I—incidental motions; B—motions that bring a question again before the 
assembly; M/B—incidental main motions classed with motions that bring a question 
again before the assembly (see 6:25ff.).

 2. Motions listed as requiring a second do not need to be seconded when made by direc-
tion of a board or committee.

 5. A negative vote on this motion can be reconsidered only until such time as progress in 
business or debate has made it essentially a new question.

 6. B if committee is discharged from consideration of question that was pending at time of 
referral and was referred by subsidiary motion to Commit ; M/B if subject was referred 
by a main motion (see 36:10–11).

MOTION CLASS1

IN ORDER  
WHEN ANOTHER  
HAS THE FLOOR

MUST BE  
SECONDED2 DEBATABLE AMENDABLE

VOTE REQUIRED  
FOR ADOPTION

CAN BE 
RECONSIDERED

 32. Debate, to Limit or 
Extend Limits of, on a 
pending question (15) 

S No Yes No Yes Two-thirds
Yes; but if vote was 
affirmative, only 
unexecuted part of 
order5 

 33. Debate, to Limit or 
Extend Limits of, for the 
duration of a meeting 
(10, 15) 

M No Yes Yes Yes Two-thirds Yes 

 34. Discharge a Committee 
(36) 

B or  
M/B6 No Yes 

Yes; debate can 
go into question 
in hands of the 
committee 

Yes 
(a) Majority with 
notice; or (b) two-
thirds; or (c) majority 
of entire membership 

Negative vote  
only

 35. Discharge a Commit-
tee, when it has failed 
to report at prescribed 
time, or while assembly is 
considering partial report 
of committee (36) 

B or  
M/B6 No Yes 

Yes; debate can 
go into question 
in hands of the 
committee 

Yes Majority Negative vote  
only 

 36. Division of the Assembly 
(call for verification of a 
voting result by an un-
counted rising vote) (29) 

I Yes No No  No  
Demand of single 
member compels 
Division  

No 

 37. Count of vote on Divi-
sion, to order, if chair 
does not do so (4, 29, 
30, 45) 

I Yes Yes No  Yes  Majority  No 

 38. Division of a Question 
(27) I No Yes No  Yes  Majority  No 

Can be 
Reconsidered
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II. TABLE OF RULES RELATING TO MOTIONS (cont.) 
  (For forms used in making motions, see Table III.)

 1. Key to classification symbols: M—main motions; S—subsidiary motions; P—privileged 
motions; I—incidental motions; B—motions that bring a question again before the 
assembly; M/B—incidental main motions classed with motions that bring a question 
again before the assembly (see 6:25ff.).

 2. Motions listed as requiring a second do not need to be seconded when made by direc-
tion of a board or committee.

 5. A negative vote on this motion can be reconsidered only until such time as progress in 
business or debate has made it essentially a new question.

 6. B if committee is discharged from consideration of question that was pending at time of 
referral and was referred by subsidiary motion to Commit ; M/B if subject was referred 
by a main motion (see 36:10–11).

MOTION CLASS1

IN ORDER  
WHEN ANOTHER  
HAS THE FLOOR

MUST BE  
SECONDED2 DEBATABLE AMENDABLE

VOTE REQUIRED  
FOR ADOPTION

CAN BE 
RECONSIDERED

 32. Debate, to Limit or 
Extend Limits of, on a 
pending question (15) 

S No Yes No Yes Two-thirds
Yes; but if vote was 
affirmative, only 
unexecuted part of 
order5 

 33. Debate, to Limit or 
Extend Limits of, for the 
duration of a meeting 
(10, 15) 

M No Yes Yes Yes Two-thirds Yes 

 34. Discharge a Committee 
(36) 

B or  
M/B6 No Yes 

Yes; debate can 
go into question 
in hands of the 
committee 

Yes 
(a) Majority with 
notice; or (b) two-
thirds; or (c) majority 
of entire membership 

Negative vote  
only

 35. Discharge a Commit-
tee, when it has failed 
to report at prescribed 
time, or while assembly is 
considering partial report 
of committee (36) 

B or  
M/B6 No Yes 

Yes; debate can 
go into question 
in hands of the 
committee 

Yes Majority Negative vote  
only 

 36. Division of the Assembly 
(call for verification of a 
voting result by an un-
counted rising vote) (29) 

I Yes No No  No  
Demand of single 
member compels 
Division  

No 

 37. Count of vote on Divi-
sion, to order, if chair 
does not do so (4, 29, 
30, 45) 

I Yes Yes No  Yes  Majority  No 

 38. Division of a Question 
(27) I No Yes No  Yes  Majority  No 
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II. TABLE OF RULES RELATING TO MOTIONS (cont.) 
  (For forms used in making motions, see Table III.)

 1. Key to classification symbols: M—main motions; S—subsidiary motions; P—privileged 
motions; I—incidental motions; B—motions that bring a question again before the 
assembly; M/B—incidental main motions classed with motions that bring a question 
again before the assembly (see 6:25ff.).

 2. Motions listed as requiring a second do not need to be seconded when made by direc-
tion of a board or committee.

 5. A negative vote on this motion can be reconsidered only until such time as progress in 
business or debate has made it essentially a new question.

 6. B if committee is discharged from consideration of question that was pending at time of 
referral and was referred by subsidiary motion to Commit ; M/B if subject was referred 
by a main motion (see 36:10–11).

MOTION CLASS1

IN ORDER  
WHEN ANOTHER  
HAS THE FLOOR

MUST BE  
SECONDED2 DEBATABLE AMENDABLE

VOTE REQUIRED  
FOR ADOPTION

CAN BE 
RECONSIDERED

 32. Debate, to Limit or 
Extend Limits of, on a 
pending question (15) 

S No Yes No Yes Two-thirds
Yes; but if vote was 
affirmative, only 
unexecuted part of 
order5 

 33. Debate, to Limit or 
Extend Limits of, for the 
duration of a meeting 
(10, 15) 

M No Yes Yes Yes Two-thirds Yes 

 34. Discharge a Committee 
(36) 

B or  
M/B6 No Yes 

Yes; debate can 
go into question 
in hands of the 
committee 

Yes 
(a) Majority with 
notice; or (b) two-
thirds; or (c) majority 
of entire membership 

Negative vote  
only

 35. Discharge a Commit-
tee, when it has failed 
to report at prescribed 
time, or while assembly is 
considering partial report 
of committee (36) 

B or  
M/B6 No Yes 

Yes; debate can 
go into question 
in hands of the 
committee 

Yes Majority Negative vote  
only 

 36. Division of the Assembly 
(call for verification of a 
voting result by an un-
counted rising vote) (29) 

I Yes No No  No  
Demand of single 
member compels 
Division  

No 

 37. Count of vote on Divi-
sion, to order, if chair 
does not do so (4, 29, 
30, 45) 

I Yes Yes No  Yes  Majority  No 

 38. Division of a Question 
(27) I No Yes No  Yes  Majority  No 
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II. TABLE OF RULES RELATING TO MOTIONS (cont.) 
  (For forms used in making motions, see Table III.)

 1. Key to classification symbols: M—main motions; S—subsidiary motions; P—privileged 
motions; I—incidental motions; B—motions that bring a question again before the 
assembly; M/B—incidental main motions classed with motions that bring a question 
again before the assembly (see 6:25ff.).

 2. Motions listed as requiring a second do not need to be seconded when made by direc-
tion of a board or committee.

 5. A negative vote on this motion can be reconsidered only until such time as progress in 
business or debate has made it essentially a new question.

 6. B if committee is discharged from consideration of question that was pending at time of 
referral and was referred by subsidiary motion to Commit ; M/B if subject was referred 
by a main motion (see 36:10–11).

MOTION CLASS1

IN ORDER  
WHEN ANOTHER  
HAS THE FLOOR

MUST BE  
SECONDED2 DEBATABLE AMENDABLE

VOTE REQUIRED  
FOR ADOPTION

CAN BE 
RECONSIDERED

 32. Debate, to Limit or 
Extend Limits of, on a 
pending question (15) 

S No Yes No Yes Two-thirds
Yes; but if vote was 
affirmative, only 
unexecuted part of 
order5 

 33. Debate, to Limit or 
Extend Limits of, for the 
duration of a meeting 
(10, 15) 

M No Yes Yes Yes Two-thirds Yes 

 34. Discharge a Committee 
(36) 

B or  
M/B6 No Yes 

Yes; debate can 
go into question 
in hands of the 
committee 

Yes 
(a) Majority with 
notice; or (b) two-
thirds; or (c) majority 
of entire membership 

Negative vote  
only

 35. Discharge a Commit-
tee, when it has failed 
to report at prescribed 
time, or while assembly is 
considering partial report 
of committee (36) 

B or  
M/B6 No Yes 

Yes; debate can 
go into question 
in hands of the 
committee 

Yes Majority Negative vote  
only 

 36. Division of the Assembly 
(call for verification of a 
voting result by an un-
counted rising vote) (29) 

I Yes No No  No  
Demand of single 
member compels 
Division  

No 

 37. Count of vote on Divi-
sion, to order, if chair 
does not do so (4, 29, 
30, 45) 

I Yes Yes No  Yes  Majority  No 

 38. Division of a Question 
(27) I No Yes No  Yes  Majority  No 
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II. TABLE OF RULES RELATING TO MOTIONS (cont.) 
  (For forms used in making motions, see Table III.)

 1. Key to classification symbols: M—main motions; S—subsidiary motions; P—privileged 
motions; I—incidental motions; B—motions that bring a question again before the 
assembly; M/B—incidental main motions classed with motions that bring a question 
again before the assembly (see 6:25ff.).

 2. Motions listed as requiring a second do not need to be seconded when made by direc-
tion of a board or committee.

 5. A negative vote on this motion can be reconsidered only until such time as progress in 
business or debate has made it essentially a new question.

 6. B if committee is discharged from consideration of question that was pending at time of 
referral and was referred by subsidiary motion to Commit ; M/B if subject was referred 
by a main motion (see 36:10–11).

MOTION CLASS1

IN ORDER  
WHEN ANOTHER  
HAS THE FLOOR

MUST BE  
SECONDED2 DEBATABLE AMENDABLE

VOTE REQUIRED  
FOR ADOPTION

CAN BE 
RECONSIDERED

 32. Debate, to Limit or 
Extend Limits of, on a 
pending question (15) 

S No Yes No Yes Two-thirds
Yes; but if vote was 
affirmative, only 
unexecuted part of 
order5 

 33. Debate, to Limit or 
Extend Limits of, for the 
duration of a meeting 
(10, 15) 

M No Yes Yes Yes Two-thirds Yes 

 34. Discharge a Committee 
(36) 

B or  
M/B6 No Yes 

Yes; debate can 
go into question 
in hands of the 
committee 

Yes 
(a) Majority with 
notice; or (b) two-
thirds; or (c) majority 
of entire membership 

Negative vote  
only

 35. Discharge a Commit-
tee, when it has failed 
to report at prescribed 
time, or while assembly is 
considering partial report 
of committee (36) 

B or  
M/B6 No Yes 

Yes; debate can 
go into question 
in hands of the 
committee 

Yes Majority Negative vote  
only 

 36. Division of the Assembly 
(call for verification of a 
voting result by an un-
counted rising vote) (29) 

I Yes No No  No  
Demand of single 
member compels 
Division  

No 

 37. Count of vote on Divi-
sion, to order, if chair 
does not do so (4, 29, 
30, 45) 

I Yes Yes No  Yes  Majority  No 

 38. Division of a Question 
(27) I No Yes No  Yes  Majority  No 

Section 
Number
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II. TABLE OF RULES RELATING TO MOTIONS (cont.) 
  (For forms used in making motions, see Table III.)

 1. Key to classification symbols: M—main motions; S—subsidiary motions; P—privileged 
motions; I—incidental motions; B—motions that bring a question again before the 
assembly; M/B—incidental main motions classed with motions that bring a question 
again before the assembly (see 6:25ff.).

 2. Motions listed as requiring a second do not need to be seconded when made by direc-
tion of a board or committee.

 5. A negative vote on this motion can be reconsidered only until such time as progress in 
business or debate has made it essentially a new question.

 6. B if committee is discharged from consideration of question that was pending at time of 
referral and was referred by subsidiary motion to Commit ; M/B if subject was referred 
by a main motion (see 36:10–11).

MOTION CLASS1

IN ORDER  
WHEN ANOTHER  
HAS THE FLOOR

MUST BE  
SECONDED2 DEBATABLE AMENDABLE

VOTE REQUIRED  
FOR ADOPTION

CAN BE 
RECONSIDERED

 32. Debate, to Limit or 
Extend Limits of, on a 
pending question (15) 

S No Yes No Yes Two-thirds
Yes; but if vote was 
affirmative, only 
unexecuted part of 
order5 

 33. Debate, to Limit or 
Extend Limits of, for the 
duration of a meeting 
(10, 15) 

M No Yes Yes Yes Two-thirds Yes 

 34. Discharge a Committee 
(36) 

B or  
M/B6 No Yes 

Yes; debate can 
go into question 
in hands of the 
committee 

Yes 
(a) Majority with 
notice; or (b) two-
thirds; or (c) majority 
of entire membership 

Negative vote  
only

 35. Discharge a Commit-
tee, when it has failed 
to report at prescribed 
time, or while assembly is 
considering partial report 
of committee (36) 

B or  
M/B6 No Yes 

Yes; debate can 
go into question 
in hands of the 
committee 

Yes Majority Negative vote  
only 

 36. Division of the Assembly 
(call for verification of a 
voting result by an un-
counted rising vote) (29) 

I Yes No No  No  
Demand of single 
member compels 
Division  

No 

 37. Count of vote on Divi-
sion, to order, if chair 
does not do so (4, 29, 
30, 45) 

I Yes Yes No  Yes  Majority  No 

 38. Division of a Question 
(27) I No Yes No  Yes  Majority  No 
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II. TABLE OF RULES RELATING TO MOTIONS (cont.) 
  (For forms used in making motions, see Table III.)

 1. Key to classification symbols: M—main motions; S—subsidiary motions; P—privileged 
motions; I—incidental motions; B—motions that bring a question again before the 
assembly; M/B—incidental main motions classed with motions that bring a question 
again before the assembly (see 6:25ff.).

 2. Motions listed as requiring a second do not need to be seconded when made by direc-
tion of a board or committee.

 5. A negative vote on this motion can be reconsidered only until such time as progress in 
business or debate has made it essentially a new question.

 6. B if committee is discharged from consideration of question that was pending at time of 
referral and was referred by subsidiary motion to Commit ; M/B if subject was referred 
by a main motion (see 36:10–11).

MOTION CLASS1

IN ORDER  
WHEN ANOTHER  
HAS THE FLOOR

MUST BE  
SECONDED2 DEBATABLE AMENDABLE

VOTE REQUIRED  
FOR ADOPTION

CAN BE 
RECONSIDERED

 32. Debate, to Limit or 
Extend Limits of, on a 
pending question (15) 

S No Yes No Yes Two-thirds
Yes; but if vote was 
affirmative, only 
unexecuted part of 
order5 

 33. Debate, to Limit or 
Extend Limits of, for the 
duration of a meeting 
(10, 15) 

M No Yes Yes Yes Two-thirds Yes 

 34. Discharge a Committee 
(36) 

B or  
M/B6 No Yes 

Yes; debate can 
go into question 
in hands of the 
committee 

Yes 
(a) Majority with 
notice; or (b) two-
thirds; or (c) majority 
of entire membership 

Negative vote  
only

 35. Discharge a Commit-
tee, when it has failed 
to report at prescribed 
time, or while assembly is 
considering partial report 
of committee (36) 

B or  
M/B6 No Yes 

Yes; debate can 
go into question 
in hands of the 
committee 

Yes Majority Negative vote  
only 

 36. Division of the Assembly 
(call for verification of a 
voting result by an un-
counted rising vote) (29) 

I Yes No No  No  
Demand of single 
member compels 
Division  

No 

 37. Count of vote on Divi-
sion, to order, if chair 
does not do so (4, 29, 
30, 45) 

I Yes Yes No  Yes  Majority  No 

 38. Division of a Question 
(27) I No Yes No  Yes  Majority  No 
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II. TABLE OF RULES RELATING TO MOTIONS (cont.) 
  (For forms used in making motions, see Table III.)

 1. Key to classification symbols: M—main motions; S—subsidiary motions; P—privileged 
motions; I—incidental motions; B—motions that bring a question again before the 
assembly; M/B—incidental main motions classed with motions that bring a question 
again before the assembly (see 6:25ff.).

 2. Motions listed as requiring a second do not need to be seconded when made by direc-
tion of a board or committee.

 5. A negative vote on this motion can be reconsidered only until such time as progress in 
business or debate has made it essentially a new question.

 6. B if committee is discharged from consideration of question that was pending at time of 
referral and was referred by subsidiary motion to Commit ; M/B if subject was referred 
by a main motion (see 36:10–11).

MOTION CLASS1

IN ORDER  
WHEN ANOTHER  
HAS THE FLOOR

MUST BE  
SECONDED2 DEBATABLE AMENDABLE

VOTE REQUIRED  
FOR ADOPTION

CAN BE 
RECONSIDERED

 32. Debate, to Limit or 
Extend Limits of, on a 
pending question (15) 

S No Yes No Yes Two-thirds
Yes; but if vote was 
affirmative, only 
unexecuted part of 
order5 

 33. Debate, to Limit or 
Extend Limits of, for the 
duration of a meeting 
(10, 15) 

M No Yes Yes Yes Two-thirds Yes 

 34. Discharge a Committee 
(36) 

B or  
M/B6 No Yes 

Yes; debate can 
go into question 
in hands of the 
committee 

Yes 
(a) Majority with 
notice; or (b) two-
thirds; or (c) majority 
of entire membership 

Negative vote  
only

 35. Discharge a Commit-
tee, when it has failed 
to report at prescribed 
time, or while assembly is 
considering partial report 
of committee (36) 

B or  
M/B6 No Yes 

Yes; debate can 
go into question 
in hands of the 
committee 

Yes Majority Negative vote  
only 

 36. Division of the Assembly 
(call for verification of a 
voting result by an un-
counted rising vote) (29) 

I Yes No No  No  
Demand of single 
member compels 
Division  

No 

 37. Count of vote on Divi-
sion, to order, if chair 
does not do so (4, 29, 
30, 45) 

I Yes Yes No  Yes  Majority  No 

 38. Division of a Question 
(27) I No Yes No  Yes  Majority  No 
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by a main motion (see 36:10–11).

MOTION CLASS1

IN ORDER  
WHEN ANOTHER  
HAS THE FLOOR

MUST BE  
SECONDED2 DEBATABLE AMENDABLE

VOTE REQUIRED  
FOR ADOPTION

CAN BE 
RECONSIDERED

 32. Debate, to Limit or 
Extend Limits of, on a 
pending question (15) 

S No Yes No Yes Two-thirds
Yes; but if vote was 
affirmative, only 
unexecuted part of 
order5 

 33. Debate, to Limit or 
Extend Limits of, for the 
duration of a meeting 
(10, 15) 

M No Yes Yes Yes Two-thirds Yes 

 34. Discharge a Committee 
(36) 

B or  
M/B6 No Yes 

Yes; debate can 
go into question 
in hands of the 
committee 

Yes 
(a) Majority with 
notice; or (b) two-
thirds; or (c) majority 
of entire membership 

Negative vote  
only

 35. Discharge a Commit-
tee, when it has failed 
to report at prescribed 
time, or while assembly is 
considering partial report 
of committee (36) 

B or  
M/B6 No Yes 

Yes; debate can 
go into question 
in hands of the 
committee 

Yes Majority Negative vote  
only 

 36. Division of the Assembly 
(call for verification of a 
voting result by an un-
counted rising vote) (29) 

I Yes No No  No  
Demand of single 
member compels 
Division  

No 

 37. Count of vote on Divi-
sion, to order, if chair 
does not do so (4, 29, 
30, 45) 

I Yes Yes No  Yes  Majority  No 

 38. Division of a Question 
(27) I No Yes No  Yes  Majority  No 



Find it in the Tinted Pages

Is Division of a Question in order when another has the floor? 

a. Yes 
b. No 



Find it in the Tinted Pages

Is Division of a Question in order when another has the floor? 

a. Yes 
b. No 

RONR (12th ed.) t14



Find it in the Tinted Pages

Is Division of a Question in order when another has the floor? 

a. Yes 
b. No 

RONR (12th ed.) tinted pages 14 - 15, #38

RONR (12th ed.) t14



Find it in the Tinted Pages

Does a motion to Take from the Table require a second? 

a. Yes 
b. No



Find it in the Tinted Pages

Does a motion to Take from the Table require a second? 

a. Yes 
b. No

Look it up on your own.



Find it in the Tinted Pages

Does a motion to Take from the Table require a second? 

a. Yes 
b. No



Find it in the Tinted Pages

Does a motion to Take from the Table require a second? 

a. Yes 
b. No

RONR (12th ed.) t30



Find it in the Tinted Pages

What vote is required to adopt a motion to Rescind and Expunge 
from the Minutes? 

a. Majority vote with notice 
b. Two-thirds vote without notice 
c. Majority of the entire membership 
d. Any of the above



Find it in the Tinted Pages

What vote is required to adopt a motion to Rescind and Expunge 
from the Minutes? 

a. Majority vote with notice 
b. Two-thirds vote without notice 
c. Majority of the entire membership 
d. Any of the above

Look it up on your own.



Find it in the Tinted Pages

What vote is required to adopt a motion to Rescind and Expunge 
from the Minutes? 

a. Majority vote with notice 
b. Two-thirds vote without notice 
c. Majority of the entire membership 
d. Any of the above



Find it in the Tinted Pages

What vote is required to adopt a motion to Rescind and Expunge 
from the Minutes? 

a. Majority vote with notice 
b. Two-thirds vote without notice 
c. Majority of the entire membership 
d. Any of the above

RONR (12th ed.) t29



Find it in the Tinted Pages

Can the vote on the motion Postpone Indefinitely be 
reconsidered?  
 
a. Yes 
b. No 
c. Affirmative Only 
d. Negative Only



Find it in the Tinted Pages

Can the vote on the motion Postpone Indefinitely be 
reconsidered?  
 
a. Yes 
b. No 
c. Affirmative Only 
d. Negative Only

Look it up on your own.



Find it in the Tinted Pages

Can the vote on the motion Postpone Indefinitely be 
reconsidered?  
 
a. Yes 
b. No 
c. Affirmative Only 
d. Negative Only

RONR (12th ed.) t23



Find it in the Tinted Pages

Can the vote on the motion Postpone Indefinitely be 
reconsidered?  
 
a. Yes 
b. No 
c. Affirmative Only 
d. Negative Only

RONR (12th ed.) t23

RONR (12th ed.) tinted pages 22 - 23, #66



Sample Forms Used in Making 
Motions



t34

III. SAMPLE FORMS USED IN MAKING MOTIONS 

 1. Main motion or question (original)
[For forms see 4:4–5, 10:9–25.]

 2. Adjourn, ordinary case in societies
• I move to adjourn.

 3. Adjourn at or to a future time, or in advance of a time already set, or when 
the assembly will thereby be dissolved

• I move to adjourn at 4 P.M.
• I move that the meeting adjourn to meet at 8 P.M. Tuesday.
• I move to adjourn.
• I move to adjourn sine die.

 4. Adopt, accept, or agree to a report
• I move that the report be adopted.

 5. Adopt bylaws or constitution, initially in forming a society
•  On behalf of the committee appointed to draw up bylaws, I move the 

adoption of the bylaws submitted by the committee.

 6. Adopt revised bylaws or constitution
•  On behalf of the committee on revision of the bylaws, I move that,  

as a substitute for the present bylaws, the bylaws submitted by the  
committee be adopted with the following provisos: …

 7. Adopt special rules of order
•  In accordance with notice given at the last meeting, I move that the 

following resolution be adopted as a special rule of order: “Resolved, 
That …”

 8. Adopt ordinary standing rules
•  I move that the following resolution be adopted as a standing rule: 

“Resolved, That …”

 9. Adopt parliamentary standing rules in a convention
•  By direction of the Committee on Standing Rules, I move the adop-

tion of the Standing Rules of the Convention as just read.

 10. Adopt convention agenda or program
•  By direction of the Program Committee, I move the adoption of the 

Convention Program as printed.
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 11. Amend a pending motion
• I move to amend by adding …
• I move to amend by inserting the word … before the word …
• I move to amend by striking out the second paragraph.
• I move to amend by striking out “concrete” and inserting “blacktop.”
•  I move to substitute for the pending resolution the following resolu-

tion: “Resolved, That …”
[For manner in which above forms are varied in the particular case, see 
12:32, 12:53, 12:67, 12:82–83.]

 12. Amend an amendment of a pending motion
•  I move to insert in the pending amendment the word … before the 

word …
•  I move to amend the pending amendment by … [varying form to fit 

particular case, as under Amend a pending motion, No. 11].

 13. Amend Something Previously Adopted, general case, including ordinary 
standing rules

•  I move to amend the resolution relating to … , adopted at the  
September meeting, by …

 14. Amend parliamentary standing rules in a convention, when they are not 
pending

• I move to amend Standing Rule No. 6 by …

 15. Amend adopted convention agenda or program with reference to items not 
yet reached

• I move to amend the agenda [or “program”] by …

 16. Amend bylaws or constitution, when not pending
•  In accordance with notice given, I move the adoption of the following 

amendment to the bylaws …

 17. Amend special rules of order, when not pending
•  In accordance with notice given, I move to amend Special Rule of 

Order No. 3 by …

 18. Appeal, general case
• I appeal from the decision of the chair.
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 59. Objection to Consideration of a Question
• I object to the consideration of the question.

 60. Order, to make a special, when question is not pending
•  I move that the following resolution be made a special order for  

3 P.M.: “Resolved, That …”

 61. Orders of the Day, to Call for
• I call for the orders of the day.

 62. Orders of the day, to proceed to
[Chair at his discretion puts this question when orders of the day are due 
to be taken up or are called for.]

 63. Order of the day, when pending
[Will have been introduced earlier as a main motion.]

 64. Order, Point of, Question of, or Calling a Member to
• Point of order!
• I rise to a point of order.
• I call the member to order. [Applying to indecorum]

 65. Parliamentary Inquiry
• I rise to a parliamentary inquiry.
• Parliamentary inquiry, Mr. President!

 66. Postpone Indefinitely
• I move that the resolution be postponed indefinitely.

 67. Postpone to a Certain Time, or Definitely, applied to a pending question
• I move to postpone the question to the next meeting.

 68. Postpone a pending question to a certain time and make it a special order
•  I move that the resolution be postponed until 3 P.M. and made a 

special order.

 69. Postpone an event or action previously scheduled
•  I move that the dinner previously scheduled for September 15 be 

postponed until October 17.

III.  SAMPLE FORMS USED IN MAKING MOTIONS 
(cont.)
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 59. Objection to Consideration of a Question
• I object to the consideration of the question.

 60. Order, to make a special, when question is not pending
•  I move that the following resolution be made a special order for  

3 P.M.: “Resolved, That …”

 61. Orders of the Day, to Call for
• I call for the orders of the day.

 62. Orders of the day, to proceed to
[Chair at his discretion puts this question when orders of the day are due 
to be taken up or are called for.]

 63. Order of the day, when pending
[Will have been introduced earlier as a main motion.]

 64. Order, Point of, Question of, or Calling a Member to
• Point of order!
• I rise to a point of order.
• I call the member to order. [Applying to indecorum]

 65. Parliamentary Inquiry
• I rise to a parliamentary inquiry.
• Parliamentary inquiry, Mr. President!

 66. Postpone Indefinitely
• I move that the resolution be postponed indefinitely.

 67. Postpone to a Certain Time, or Definitely, applied to a pending question
• I move to postpone the question to the next meeting.

 68. Postpone a pending question to a certain time and make it a special order
•  I move that the resolution be postponed until 3 P.M. and made a 

special order.

 69. Postpone an event or action previously scheduled
•  I move that the dinner previously scheduled for September 15 be 

postponed until October 17.

III.  SAMPLE FORMS USED IN MAKING MOTIONS 
(cont.)
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 59. Objection to Consideration of a Question
• I object to the consideration of the question.

 60. Order, to make a special, when question is not pending
•  I move that the following resolution be made a special order for  

3 P.M.: “Resolved, That …”

 61. Orders of the Day, to Call for
• I call for the orders of the day.

 62. Orders of the day, to proceed to
[Chair at his discretion puts this question when orders of the day are due 
to be taken up or are called for.]

 63. Order of the day, when pending
[Will have been introduced earlier as a main motion.]

 64. Order, Point of, Question of, or Calling a Member to
• Point of order!
• I rise to a point of order.
• I call the member to order. [Applying to indecorum]

 65. Parliamentary Inquiry
• I rise to a parliamentary inquiry.
• Parliamentary inquiry, Mr. President!

 66. Postpone Indefinitely
• I move that the resolution be postponed indefinitely.

 67. Postpone to a Certain Time, or Definitely, applied to a pending question
• I move to postpone the question to the next meeting.

 68. Postpone a pending question to a certain time and make it a special order
•  I move that the resolution be postponed until 3 P.M. and made a 

special order.

 69. Postpone an event or action previously scheduled
•  I move that the dinner previously scheduled for September 15 be 

postponed until October 17.
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 59. Objection to Consideration of a Question
• I object to the consideration of the question.

 60. Order, to make a special, when question is not pending
•  I move that the following resolution be made a special order for  

3 P.M.: “Resolved, That …”
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 65. Parliamentary Inquiry
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 68. Postpone a pending question to a certain time and make it a special order
•  I move that the resolution be postponed until 3 P.M. and made a 
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 59. Objection to Consideration of a Question
• I object to the consideration of the question.

 60. Order, to make a special, when question is not pending
•  I move that the following resolution be made a special order for  

3 P.M.: “Resolved, That …”

 61. Orders of the Day, to Call for
• I call for the orders of the day.

 62. Orders of the day, to proceed to
[Chair at his discretion puts this question when orders of the day are due 
to be taken up or are called for.]

 63. Order of the day, when pending
[Will have been introduced earlier as a main motion.]

 64. Order, Point of, Question of, or Calling a Member to
• Point of order!
• I rise to a point of order.
• I call the member to order. [Applying to indecorum]

 65. Parliamentary Inquiry
• I rise to a parliamentary inquiry.
• Parliamentary inquiry, Mr. President!

 66. Postpone Indefinitely
• I move that the resolution be postponed indefinitely.

 67. Postpone to a Certain Time, or Definitely, applied to a pending question
• I move to postpone the question to the next meeting.

 68. Postpone a pending question to a certain time and make it a special order
•  I move that the resolution be postponed until 3 P.M. and made a 
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 69. Postpone an event or action previously scheduled
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 59. Objection to Consideration of a Question
• I object to the consideration of the question.

 60. Order, to make a special, when question is not pending
•  I move that the following resolution be made a special order for  

3 P.M.: “Resolved, That …”

 61. Orders of the Day, to Call for
• I call for the orders of the day.

 62. Orders of the day, to proceed to
[Chair at his discretion puts this question when orders of the day are due 
to be taken up or are called for.]

 63. Order of the day, when pending
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•  I move that the dinner previously scheduled for September 15 be 

postponed until October 17.

III.  SAMPLE FORMS USED IN MAKING MOTIONS 
(cont.)



t40

 59. Objection to Consideration of a Question
• I object to the consideration of the question.

 60. Order, to make a special, when question is not pending
•  I move that the following resolution be made a special order for  

3 P.M.: “Resolved, That …”

 61. Orders of the Day, to Call for
• I call for the orders of the day.

 62. Orders of the day, to proceed to
[Chair at his discretion puts this question when orders of the day are due 
to be taken up or are called for.]

 63. Order of the day, when pending
[Will have been introduced earlier as a main motion.]

 64. Order, Point of, Question of, or Calling a Member to
• Point of order!
• I rise to a point of order.
• I call the member to order. [Applying to indecorum]

 65. Parliamentary Inquiry
• I rise to a parliamentary inquiry.
• Parliamentary inquiry, Mr. President!

 66. Postpone Indefinitely
• I move that the resolution be postponed indefinitely.

 67. Postpone to a Certain Time, or Definitely, applied to a pending question
• I move to postpone the question to the next meeting.

 68. Postpone a pending question to a certain time and make it a special order
•  I move that the resolution be postponed until 3 P.M. and made a 

special order.

 69. Postpone an event or action previously scheduled
•  I move that the dinner previously scheduled for September 15 be 

postponed until October 17.

III.  SAMPLE FORMS USED IN MAKING MOTIONS 
(cont.)



t40

 59. Objection to Consideration of a Question
• I object to the consideration of the question.

 60. Order, to make a special, when question is not pending
•  I move that the following resolution be made a special order for  

3 P.M.: “Resolved, That …”

 61. Orders of the Day, to Call for
• I call for the orders of the day.

 62. Orders of the day, to proceed to
[Chair at his discretion puts this question when orders of the day are due 
to be taken up or are called for.]

 63. Order of the day, when pending
[Will have been introduced earlier as a main motion.]

 64. Order, Point of, Question of, or Calling a Member to
• Point of order!
• I rise to a point of order.
• I call the member to order. [Applying to indecorum]

 65. Parliamentary Inquiry
• I rise to a parliamentary inquiry.
• Parliamentary inquiry, Mr. President!

 66. Postpone Indefinitely
• I move that the resolution be postponed indefinitely.

 67. Postpone to a Certain Time, or Definitely, applied to a pending question
• I move to postpone the question to the next meeting.

 68. Postpone a pending question to a certain time and make it a special order
•  I move that the resolution be postponed until 3 P.M. and made a 

special order.

 69. Postpone an event or action previously scheduled
•  I move that the dinner previously scheduled for September 15 be 

postponed until October 17.

III.  SAMPLE FORMS USED IN MAKING MOTIONS 
(cont.)



t40

 59. Objection to Consideration of a Question
• I object to the consideration of the question.

 60. Order, to make a special, when question is not pending
•  I move that the following resolution be made a special order for  

3 P.M.: “Resolved, That …”

 61. Orders of the Day, to Call for
• I call for the orders of the day.

 62. Orders of the day, to proceed to
[Chair at his discretion puts this question when orders of the day are due 
to be taken up or are called for.]

 63. Order of the day, when pending
[Will have been introduced earlier as a main motion.]

 64. Order, Point of, Question of, or Calling a Member to
• Point of order!
• I rise to a point of order.
• I call the member to order. [Applying to indecorum]

 65. Parliamentary Inquiry
• I rise to a parliamentary inquiry.
• Parliamentary inquiry, Mr. President!

 66. Postpone Indefinitely
• I move that the resolution be postponed indefinitely.

 67. Postpone to a Certain Time, or Definitely, applied to a pending question
• I move to postpone the question to the next meeting.

 68. Postpone a pending question to a certain time and make it a special order
•  I move that the resolution be postponed until 3 P.M. and made a 

special order.

 69. Postpone an event or action previously scheduled
•  I move that the dinner previously scheduled for September 15 be 

postponed until October 17.

III.  SAMPLE FORMS USED IN MAKING MOTIONS 
(cont.)



t40

 59. Objection to Consideration of a Question
• I object to the consideration of the question.

 60. Order, to make a special, when question is not pending
•  I move that the following resolution be made a special order for  

3 P.M.: “Resolved, That …”

 61. Orders of the Day, to Call for
• I call for the orders of the day.

 62. Orders of the day, to proceed to
[Chair at his discretion puts this question when orders of the day are due 
to be taken up or are called for.]

 63. Order of the day, when pending
[Will have been introduced earlier as a main motion.]

 64. Order, Point of, Question of, or Calling a Member to
• Point of order!
• I rise to a point of order.
• I call the member to order. [Applying to indecorum]

 65. Parliamentary Inquiry
• I rise to a parliamentary inquiry.
• Parliamentary inquiry, Mr. President!

 66. Postpone Indefinitely
• I move that the resolution be postponed indefinitely.

 67. Postpone to a Certain Time, or Definitely, applied to a pending question
• I move to postpone the question to the next meeting.

 68. Postpone a pending question to a certain time and make it a special order
•  I move that the resolution be postponed until 3 P.M. and made a 

special order.

 69. Postpone an event or action previously scheduled
•  I move that the dinner previously scheduled for September 15 be 

postponed until October 17.

III.  SAMPLE FORMS USED IN MAKING MOTIONS 
(cont.)



t40

 59. Objection to Consideration of a Question
• I object to the consideration of the question.

 60. Order, to make a special, when question is not pending
•  I move that the following resolution be made a special order for  

3 P.M.: “Resolved, That …”

 61. Orders of the Day, to Call for
• I call for the orders of the day.

 62. Orders of the day, to proceed to
[Chair at his discretion puts this question when orders of the day are due 
to be taken up or are called for.]

 63. Order of the day, when pending
[Will have been introduced earlier as a main motion.]

 64. Order, Point of, Question of, or Calling a Member to
• Point of order!
• I rise to a point of order.
• I call the member to order. [Applying to indecorum]

 65. Parliamentary Inquiry
• I rise to a parliamentary inquiry.
• Parliamentary inquiry, Mr. President!

 66. Postpone Indefinitely
• I move that the resolution be postponed indefinitely.

 67. Postpone to a Certain Time, or Definitely, applied to a pending question
• I move to postpone the question to the next meeting.

 68. Postpone a pending question to a certain time and make it a special order
•  I move that the resolution be postponed until 3 P.M. and made a 

special order.

 69. Postpone an event or action previously scheduled
•  I move that the dinner previously scheduled for September 15 be 

postponed until October 17.

III.  SAMPLE FORMS USED IN MAKING MOTIONS 
(cont.)



t40

 59. Objection to Consideration of a Question
• I object to the consideration of the question.

 60. Order, to make a special, when question is not pending
•  I move that the following resolution be made a special order for  

3 P.M.: “Resolved, That …”

 61. Orders of the Day, to Call for
• I call for the orders of the day.

 62. Orders of the day, to proceed to
[Chair at his discretion puts this question when orders of the day are due 
to be taken up or are called for.]

 63. Order of the day, when pending
[Will have been introduced earlier as a main motion.]

 64. Order, Point of, Question of, or Calling a Member to
• Point of order!
• I rise to a point of order.
• I call the member to order. [Applying to indecorum]

 65. Parliamentary Inquiry
• I rise to a parliamentary inquiry.
• Parliamentary inquiry, Mr. President!

 66. Postpone Indefinitely
• I move that the resolution be postponed indefinitely.

 67. Postpone to a Certain Time, or Definitely, applied to a pending question
• I move to postpone the question to the next meeting.

 68. Postpone a pending question to a certain time and make it a special order
•  I move that the resolution be postponed until 3 P.M. and made a 

special order.

 69. Postpone an event or action previously scheduled
•  I move that the dinner previously scheduled for September 15 be 

postponed until October 17.

III.  SAMPLE FORMS USED IN MAKING MOTIONS 
(cont.)



t40

 59. Objection to Consideration of a Question
• I object to the consideration of the question.

 60. Order, to make a special, when question is not pending
•  I move that the following resolution be made a special order for  

3 P.M.: “Resolved, That …”

 61. Orders of the Day, to Call for
• I call for the orders of the day.

 62. Orders of the day, to proceed to
[Chair at his discretion puts this question when orders of the day are due 
to be taken up or are called for.]

 63. Order of the day, when pending
[Will have been introduced earlier as a main motion.]

 64. Order, Point of, Question of, or Calling a Member to
• Point of order!
• I rise to a point of order.
• I call the member to order. [Applying to indecorum]

 65. Parliamentary Inquiry
• I rise to a parliamentary inquiry.
• Parliamentary inquiry, Mr. President!

 66. Postpone Indefinitely
• I move that the resolution be postponed indefinitely.

 67. Postpone to a Certain Time, or Definitely, applied to a pending question
• I move to postpone the question to the next meeting.

 68. Postpone a pending question to a certain time and make it a special order
•  I move that the resolution be postponed until 3 P.M. and made a 

special order.

 69. Postpone an event or action previously scheduled
•  I move that the dinner previously scheduled for September 15 be 

postponed until October 17.

III.  SAMPLE FORMS USED IN MAKING MOTIONS 
(cont.)



CITE THIS BOOK 
  

with section and paragraph numbers 
as in the following examples:  

RONR (12th ed.) 12:67  
RONR (12th ed.) 12:7(1)(a)  
RONR (12th ed.) 35:10–12  

Footnotes may be cited as follows:  
RONR (12th ed.) 56:49n1 



CITE THIS BOOK 
  

with section and paragraph numbers 
as in the following examples:  

RONR (12th ed.) 12:67  
RONR (12th ed.) 12:7(1)(a)  
RONR (12th ed.) 35:10–12  

Footnotes may be cited as follows:  
RONR (12th ed.) 56:49n1 



12:4  ROBERT’S RULES OF ORDER NEWLY REVISED 120

home with the formal amendment process is the keystone of 
the power of the general membership to keep details of the 
direction of an organization under its control to the extent it 
wishes to do so. To understand how the process works, it is im-
portant to realize that, when an assembly “takes action,” all it 
ever actually does itself is to adopt a statement—directing that 
a certain action be carried out, or expressing a certain view or 
aspiration. The precise wording of the statement can become 
crucial when it deals, for example, with a complex matter or an 
expressed position on a publicly controversial issue. To enable 
an assembly to work through internal disagreements about the 
precise wording of a statement in an orderly manner, the rules 
governing the subsidiary motion to Amend include extensive 
detailed specifications stating the types of change in language 
structure through which modifications are to be achieved. 

 12:4  Adoption of a subsidiary motion to Amend does not adopt 
the motion thereby amended; that motion remains pending in 
its modified form. Rejection of a motion to Amend leaves the 
pending motion worded as it was before the amendment was 
voted on. 

 12:5  Neither the member who offers an amendment nor the 
maker of the main motion amends or “makes an amendment”; 
only the assembly can do that. A member’s vote on an amend-
ment does not obligate him to vote in a particular way on the 
motion to which the amendment applies; he is free to vote as 
he pleases on the main motion, whether it is amended or not. 

 12:6  An amendment must always be germane—that is, closely 
related to or having bearing on the subject of the motion to be 
amended. This means that no new subject can be introduced 
under pretext of being an amendment (see 12:16–21). 

Standard Descriptive Characteristics 
 12:7  The subsidiary motion to Amend: 

1. a)  When applied to a main motion: It takes precedence over 
the main motion and over the subsidiary motion to Post-

121 §12 AMEND 12:7

pone Indefinitely. It yields to all subsidiary motions other 
than Postpone Indefinitely and Amend, and it also yields to 
a motion to Amend that is applied to it; and it yields to all 
privileged motions and all applicable incidental motions.

 b)  When applied to other than a main motion: It takes pre-
cedence over the motion that it proposes to amend. It 
yields to any privileged or subsidiary motion (other than 
Amend) to which the motion that it proposes to amend 
would yield, and it also yields to motions to Amend, 
to Limit or Extend Limits of Debate, or for the Previous 
Question that are applied to it; and it yields to all appli-
cable incidental motions. 

2. Can be applied to any main motion (but in the case of some 
incidental main motions only in a limited manner); also can 
be applied, in different limited ways, to any other motion 
that legitimately contains a variable factor; for example, can 
be applied to change the duration of a proposed recess or 
the hour to which a pending question is to be postponed. 
(For lists of motions that cannot be amended, see pages 
t46–t47 .) 

  Amend can be applied to itself (that is, to a pending 
primary amendment), so that a secondary amendment 2 (or 
“amendment to an amendment”) will result, but it cannot 
be applied to a secondary amendment (see Standard Char-
acteristic 6, below; and Degrees of Amendment, 12:11–13). 

  The sections in this book dealing with each individual 
motion contain under Standard Characteristic 6 a statement 
of whether Amend is applicable to that particular motion, 
and if applicability is limited, in what manner. 

  Motions to Limit or Extend Limits of Debate and for 
the Previous Question can be applied to a pending primary 
amendment or secondary amendment; and these motions 
affect only the immediately pending amendment unless 
otherwise specified. A Division of a Question can be applied 

2. Secondary amendments must not be confused with secondary motions, a much more 
general concept explained in 5:3ff. 
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